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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, 
National Guard and others connected with aviation. 
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BOLOGNA, BALLOONS AND BELLIGERENCE 
By Lt. W.0. Eareckson, Air Corps 


If the man who designed the Tower of Babel could have been in the Detroit 
Statler Hotel at almost any time during the week prior to July 30th, he wotld 
have felt right at home, the reason for this linguistic chaos being that the 
prize "Balloonatics" of all nations were gathered there for participation in 
the Twenty-second Annual International Balloon Race for the James Gordon 
Bennett Trophy. 

Since to the unitiated, the above paragraph may carry about the same amount 
of idea picture as the Fourth Dimension does to me, I will endeavor by the use 
of some time, and more ink, to answer a few of the questions which my psychic 
powers tell me are welling up in the throats of most of the prospective readers 
of this article; for example, such questions as: Who was James Gordon Bennett? 
Why is a free balloon? Of what value is it to any one, particularly the Service, 
etc., are pertinent, obscure and, therefore, worthy of a brief answer. 

Be it known, then that a free balloon was the first medium of aerial trans- 
portation ever sucdessfully attempted, and chalk up the credit to the brothers, 
Montgolfier, who in June, 1783, first found a valid excuse for hot air. It was 
they who converted this political lubricant into an ascensional force for their 
crude paper craft, and at Amnonay, France, successfully demonstrated its abil- 
ity to sustain both physical matter and animal life in a previously unexplored 
mecium -- the air. ee ' 

Since this first ascension, balloons in one form or. andther have been used 
for various purposes. During the French Revolution, the Civil War in America, 
the Franco-Prussian War and the last Buropean squabble, observation from bal- 
loons played quite an important part in the trend of events. And when one stops 
to think that the Zeppelin of yesterday, the airships of today and the huge rigid 
air-liners of tomorrow, are merely motorized balloons, one can begin to realize 
their importance. In the Services, lighter-than-air training is accomplished in 
free balloons, because, an airship with disabled motors reverts back to a bal- 
loon, and it is essential that the pilots be able to handle it as such in th‘s 
contingency. It will be remembered in this connection that when the "Shenandoah" 
met its fate, part of it was successfully landed several miles from the scené 
of the disaster with a consequent saving of thirteen lives. 

Balloon racing, however, is a sport, and purely as such has been going on 
in Europe for years. In 1906 James Gordon Bennett, an American sportsman, or- 
fered a cup to go to any nation whose representative balloon team should three 
consecutive times win the annual international race, this contest to be hel¢ 
in the country whose team had won the race the preceding year. The original 
trophy was won by Belgium when their star balloonist, Ernest Demuyter, four 
times won the race, The trophy which the United States acquired this year was 
one which the Aero Club of Belgium tendered to replace the original James Gordon 
Bennett cup. : 4 

All of which having been duly explained, we may now proceed to Detroit and 
this year's race. But before we take off, let us first look over the equipment 
of the various teams, and see where we all stack up before we get beyond the 


_ reach of assistance from the Ground. Naturally, the two prime essentials of a 


racing balloon are lightness and gas tightness. The equipment should be light 

so that the maximum amount of ballast can be carried, and gas-tight in order 

that the purity of the gas will not be impared by leakage and with a consequent 

loss in lift. From this point of view Captain Kepner and I found ourselves 

severely handicapped, for, whereas all the other’ contestants had racing balloons, 

ranging in weight from 800 to 1000 pounds, complete, our rather ancient service 

type craft weighed a trifle in excess of 1400 pounds. This meant that we would 
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take off with approximately 24 hours less ballast than any other contestent and, 
in the event of slow winds and a long race, would not only stand much less Chane 
of winning than any of our competitors but, in order to make a decent showing, 
Woukd in all probability have to risk out G.I, issue necks. However, the prox- 
imity of the Atlantic coast and the direction of the prevailing wind made it 
seem to us that meteorology, navigation and skill rather than ballast would cow; 
In other words, we figured that in all probability, barring accident, all of 
the balloons would land on the Atlantic coast with ballast, and that victory 
would fall to the lot of the pilot who could so take advantage of local condi- 
tions en route that his coastal contact point would be the farthest distance 
from Detroit. 

Our hopes were somewhat chilled, however, when, on the day of the race, 
the weather map showed light winds from the northwest, which gained velocity 
with altitude and which bid fair to entirely calm down about 20 to 24 hours fron 
Detroit. This condition definitely gave the advantage to the lighter racing. 
craft, for it undoubtedly meant that the race would be in the nature of an en- 
durance contest. Some folks just naturally can't be made to feel downhearted, 
however, and so it was that Captain Kepner and I found many opnortunities for 
mirth as we ambled around through the truly spectacular collection of pulcri- 
tydinous femininity while we equipped our harnessed bubble for its long aerial 
trek, 
, At last the time arrived; partially controlled crowds overran the field. 
The starter's gun cracked and, amid a volley of German expletives, (which may 
have been perfectly proper but didn't sound so) the first great bag swung 
aloft and soaréd slowly away in the general direction of the rising sun. Every 
five minutes thereafter another spherical menace to our chances was released, 
until at 4:45 P.M., we, ourselves, left the ground and severed all earthly ties. 

The last five minutes, prior to the take-off, are busy ones at. best, and 
in a race they are the acme of pandemoniumistic chaos. In addition to the mor- 
mal checking of the various odds and ends which accompany a normal flight, there 
are many other things to be done. Children who, of course, can never be denied, 
clamor for autographs; men friends paralyze the hands with fervent good luck 
Clasps; feminine friends, acquaintances and well wishers obscure the view with 
their own little way. Presents are thrust into the basket (everything from New 
Testaments to cork screws); and then there is the sponsor proposition. 

Be it known that a sponsor is a serious problem. She is usually a proper, 
but may be an improper nom, feminine gender, singular number -- or maybe not, 
and if not,- hubby is present -- anything from subjunctive to imperative mood, 
and neither active nor passive voice. She sometimes stands alone, but more 
often is modified by a local chapter of Beau Brummels, who would like nothing 
better than to impose a sentence on you, the pilot or aide. This lady, then, 
when the excitement is greatest, steps up and presents you with a large bou- 
quet of cut flowers worthy of adorning an Italian marble headpiece. Enter the 
problem! To kiss or not to kiss, that is the question; whether to gallantly 
gather her girlish garments gently in a genuinely gentlemanly gesture, as did 
the pilot of the previous balloon, and be slapped for your pains, also as was 
he, or merely to shake the festive hand, smiling a chaste, silent smile, as 
did another coy pilot, and try to live down the look of baffled fury and impé- 
tent disappointment which accompanied the act. But that is where the aide 
comes in. His job is to retrieve the honor of his team by being on the alert 
to rectify any such situation and to smilingly receive the consequent slaps, 
if any. Having accepted the flowers, the next step is to answer a series of 
questions, such as: Aren't you afraid to go up in that thing? How long will 
you be up there? But what will you do when you want to -- that is, when you 
sleep? Usually, this is the last question, and the starter's gun ends the 
episode, sending you aloft. 

So it was on this last race from Detroit. Our balloon, being a trifle 
light, began to mount fairly rapidly, As we left the ground, I pulled the 
breakaway cord used vo break the tieoff on the appendix, soe that the gas ex- 
panding with the decreased pressure of increased altitude will have an outlet, 
and will not burst the bag as it would if confined. This done, I began to 
busy myself with straightening up the basket, while Captain Kepner stood the 
first watch, Some premonition caused me to look tp, and the act saved our: 
necks, for I saw that the breakaway cord had not broken the tieoff and that’ 
the gas with no means of egress from the bag was causing the appendix to stand 
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out rigid, showing that the bag was causing the inbernal pressure was mounting 
dangerously. There was just one thing to do, and I lost no time in climbing 
the appendix rope hand over hand and breaking off the tieoff. This was immed- 
iately followed by an outrush of suffocating coal gas, which made me slide to 
the safety of the basket with an agility only to be equalled by my earliest 
Darwinian ancestors. 

Once free of the earth, we started in a general southeasterly direction 


“and rose -to 2000 feet, the altitude at which we had decided to fly during the 
night. We did this, not because the best wind was there,- the fastest wind was 
- at 7000 feet - but to save gas and ballast, for our aim was to keep that old 


bag aloft as long as it was humanly possible. The balloon seemed possessed, 
however. It kept dropping from beneath us, and, over controlled, mounting high- 
er than ever. These oscillations were costly in ballast, and it was almost 

dark before we got out of the convection currents and stedied down to peaceful 
flying. 

Captain Kepner awoke me near midnight as we soared over Cleveland, and I 
found that our course was more casterly than before, with about the same speed, 
10 to 15 miles per hour. The ba’loon behaved beautifully during the night, and 
almost no ballast was expended until near noon the next day, when it was neces- 
sery to go above the inte~nittent canopy of cumulus clouds in order to avoid 
the alternate expansion ana contraction of the gas, due to the intermittent 
superheating cffect of the sun's rays. This was near Stubenville, Ohio. All 
day we flew in plain sight of fovr other balloons, hanging like tiny toys in 
the marine blue dome which arched above the icebergs and snowdrifts of this 
cloud fairyland. 

As evening drew on and the sun's rays began to lose their heat. our gas 
gradually cooled ani we bogan to descend. This, natureliy, necessitated an ex- 
penditure of ballast. Siowly, then, we settled - so slowly that it took us 
four hours to descend from 12,000 feet to the treetops, where we rested like a 
feather on the cocl streta of air near the earth's suriace. This particular 
earth belonged to West Virginia, and was decorated by tho Blue Ridge Mountains, 
which rearca their impressive heads to an altitude of 50)0 feet above our take- 
off point. Ridge after ridge of these anti-flood sentinels barred our way, but 
we undulated. over them easily without the exnenditure of cny ballast, following 
the profile of the mountains end valleys as ve rods the giound wind in a more 
and more southerly direction. As night came on a full roon smiled down from 
the sky, flooding the covniryside with that mellow light which is so justly 
blamed for June wedlings and trips to Reno. The scene vas beautiful, with the 
high wooded hills, one side bathed in moonlight, the other shrouded in sombre 
shadow, and in the valleys a ghostly gossancr mist bejevcled with myriads of 
twinkling fireflys, and here end there the steady uiwinkiug ligut from the cot- 
tage window of some stu.cy backwoodsman. Romance! It ras all I covld do to 
keep from blindfoicing myself and trying to neck Kep. However, his tnirty hours! 
beard looked most uninviting. 

Near midnight, tranped in an airless valley, we donated half a bag of sand 
to Erebus, and ascended to 9000 feet where we hung over the same town and shiv- 
ered until daylight. 

As the rising sun gained in warmth, I brought the balloon gently to earth, 
valving just a trifle more lift than the increasing superheat was causing. This 
Was a wind run, and we fcund a north wind at about 200 feet above the carth. 
This we rode until the convertion currents began to bother the balloon, when I 
allowed the sun to lift us to 1000 feet, where we stayed until clouds began to 
form over us. All this was with the use of no ballast. We had only three bags 
of sand left, but we had quite a collection of miscellaneous junk, and we con- 
sidered anything and everything in the balloon as ballast, including our cloth- 
ing. 

Now here is a queer thing. Knowing our balloon to be the heaviest in the 
race, we naturelly considered our chances of winning, nil, and at this time we 
figured that most of the balloons were far, far ahead of us, yet for some reas~ 
on, call it pure mulishness if you like, we had every intention of going on 
until there was nothing left to use for tallast, and regardless of at what al- 
titude that situation might occur. 

Since clouds started forming at 1000 feet; I let the balloon slowly rise 
until we came to rest at 20,000 feet. At this high altitude we found a nice 
20 mile wind blowing us southeast, and were accordingly elated. At this time 
we had been in the air some thirty-nine hours, and consequently were not too 
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rested; our food hed given sut many hours before, and visions of luscious steak 
smothered in Bermude periume, worried us. In addition to this, it was cold. 
‘Personally, I had on two heavy undershirts, a football jersey, a woolen sweater 
a leather jerkin and a fleece lined flying suit, wt my teeth still continued re 
chatter. Besides, the oxygen content of the air is not too great at 20,000 feet, 
This causes any exertion to greatly mltiply itself, so we found ourselves Zasp- 
ing for breath like two goldfish on a parlor rug. But gasp we did. Our lesson 
in the year before, when at 27,400 fect, I had gone out like a candle, was still 
fresh in our minds, and we were not to be caught napping again. 

All this sounds as though we were vretty miseradle. We weren't comfortable 
but far from being downhearted. I remember telling Kep about the young married 
couple in the Pullmen. You lmow, the one where the bride said -- but that I 
fear is beyond the scope of this text, as they say in the engineering books. 

At this time we were using about half a bag of sand an hour, and we knew 
that our flight was nearing its end. We had decided to use all our sand at 
pressure height, hold our descent to a moderate rate, say under 1500 feet per 
minute, with our clothing and equipment, and drop our two parachutes just before 
we struck. Our confidence in that heavy bag parachuting was not too great. Well 
so that's what we did. With the last of our sand gone, we waited for the next 
down trend which would carry us this time to earth, and we were too tired to 
Worry much, how fast. At last it came, and I watched our rate of descent in- 
crease gradually to 1000 fect per minute. Then I begen to drop over some of 
the equipment, little by little. Finally we had dropped even the basket lining 
and had only our clothes and parachutes left. Our spced downward at this time 
had decreased to 800 feet per minute, and, due to the slight parachuting effect 
of our bag, remained at that figure. This was the only thing that saved us 
from landing nude. As it was, we dropned our heavy outer garmets, and, just 100 
feet from the ground, our parechutes. We landed with a dull thud in a tobacco 
field, three miles southeast of Kendridge, Virginia, and the flight was over. 

As a matter of course, we shook hands. The race no longer mattered. We 
had landed and we were satisfied with our performance. We had kept that ancient 
balloon in the air, forty-three hours and thirty-five minutes - fifteen hours 
longer than anyone else had ever been able to do. Reviewing our flight, we 
did not find a single thing that we would have done differently. Naturally, we 
thought we would be near the last, but what of it? We had done our best and no 
one would ever understand but us. No alibis, no equivocation, no nothing; let 
it rest, it was over. 

Oh boy! But what a srand and glorious feeling it was when the x? boys 
and the other technical hombres hashed it out, and we found that we, handicapped 
as we were, had won their funny race. We are still the most surprised pair on 
earth, but it is a great feeling. 

--—-Q000-—-=- 


ARMY PLANES PARTICIPATE IN DEDICATION OF LINDBERGH FIELD 


Participating in the dedication flight over Lindbergh Field, San Diego, 
Calif., at noon on August 16th were 82 Army planes. Rockwell Field was the 
scene of great activity, this being the first time that so many airplanes were 
in the air at one time since 1918, when 212 Army planes flew a mass formation 
over San Diego in celebration of the signing of the Armistice. DH's and PT-ds 
from March Field; PT-ls from Clover Field; 0-2s of the 1lth Bomberdment Saquad- 
ron and PW-9s of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, made an impressive 
line extending over a mile along the south side of the airdrome. Six planes 
of the California National Guard were also included in the array of military 
aircraft, 

At 11:30 A.M., the Army planes started taking off in three-ship formations, 
echeloned to the right, and turned back along the Silver Strand toward Imerial 
Beach. The aircraft squadrons of the Battle Fleet, now concentrated at North 
Island, took off immediately following the Army formations, bringing the total 
number of planes in the air over San Diego to 222. Duc to poor visibility and 
@ low ceiling, the plan for a mass formation of both Army and Navy planes was 
abandoned, and the various squadrons passed over Lindbergh Field in loose forma- 
tion. The first element was over the reviewing stand on the field at exactly 
12 noon, according to schedule. The planes all landed in their original forma~ 
tions, after passing in review twice. 

Not an accident of any kind occurred to detract from the success of the 
flight. 
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MOORING MAST REMOVED FROM ROCKWELL FIELD 


Acting on a request from the Secretary of War, the Bureau of Naval Opera- 
tions has ordered the removal of the Navy's mooring mast from Rockwell Field. 
This’will be done as quickly as possible. The foundations and anchors for the 
guys’ are to be removed also, and the material stored at the Navel Air Station 
at North Island. The Navy has been ordered to remove its.spotting battery from 
the Army side of North Island. The battery, consisting of three-inch guns, was: 
used to train flyers in spotting. Tan) 

---000--- 


SIAMESE OFFICERS FLY OVER BOSTON AIRPORT 


Mr. Debavaii, Secretary of the Siamese Legation in Washington; Lieut.-Col. 
Amara and. Major Deves, of the Royal Aeronautical Service of Siam, all of whom 
were spending their vacation at Gloucester, visited Lieut. Donald G. Duke at 
the Boston Airport. The visitors were shown the Airport, hangars, barracks, 
equipment, etc. Colonel Amara and Major Deves, both airplane pilots, were each 
granted the use of a PT-l1 plane in which they flew solo after being checked out 
by Lieut. Duke. The personnel at the Airport were greatly interested watching 
them perform a few wing overs and make several excellent landings. , 

The gentlemen from Siam were very much pleased with their visit at the 
Airport and informed Lieut. Duke that he would sec them again. 

---000--— 


BROOKS FIELD PERSONNEL ENTERTAINED AT COLORADO SPRINGS 


Majors Oldfield and Greene, lst Lieuts. Kennedy, Duncan, Watson, Rich, 
Lehman, Staff Sgt. Connors and Privates Carlos and Walker attended the Pike's 
Peak Air Meet held to dedicate the opening of the municipal airport at Colorado 
Springs, Colo. The airport consists of one section of land with two steel 
hangars for storage facilities. It is fully equivped for night flying, the 
field boundaries being marked with lights and having a beacon mounted on one 
of the hangars to enaovle the locating of the field at night. 

All of the visiting pilots were the guests of the Chamber of Commerce. On 
Friday, August 10th, the visiting pilots were entertained with a smoker and box- 
ing bouts by Mr. Cussack' at his summer home, 20 miles from Colorado Springs. 

On Saturday the entertainment committee of the Chamber of Commerce escorted all 
of the visiting pilots on a trip to the Cave of Winds and the Seven Falls. On 
Sunday a trip was mede to. Pike's Peak. This was followed by a dinner at -the 


' Broadmoor Country Club and later by a dance at the Broadmoor Hotel. Saturday 


and Sunday afternoons were occupied by aerial events, participated in: by both 
the visiting civilian and army ships. During their stay all visiting pilots 
Were the guests of the Chamber of Commerce at the Plaza totel. 

‘In addition to the entertainment given by the regular committee, individuels 


tendered invitations to so many affairs that it was a source of embarrassment to 


the visitors to necessarily decline some of the invitations, it being impossible 
to be present at several places at the same time. 
---000--- 


SECRETARY OF WAR VISITS ROCKWELL FIELD 


Rockwell Field was recently honored with a visit from the Secretary of Wer, 
the Hon. Dwight F. Davis, who arrived in a Douglas Transport airplane piloted by 
Lieut, Lester J. Maitland a few minutes before 4:00 o'clock. The Secretary was 
welcomed by Brig.-General Ralph H. Van Deman, commanding the Sixth Brigade;Major 
H.B. Clagett, Air Officer of the 9th Corps Area; Major J.H. Houghton,Acting Com- 
manding Officer of Rockwell Field and his staff of officers; and eivic leaders, 
including Mayor Harry Clark of San Diego, Congressman Phil Swing, Mr. Jerry 
Sullivan, Jr., Président of the Chamber of Commerce, and others. 

Tne Secretary made an inspection of Rockwell Field and conferred with Maj- 
ors Clagett and Houchton with regard to plans for the future development of the 
field. A salute of 19 guns was fired as the big Douglas Transport touched the 
ground, after being escorted from Oceanside by a number of PW-9 airplanes which 
had gone up the coast from Rockwell Field to meet the Secretary. After the in- 
spection the Secretary and his party returned to Los Angeles by air. 
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MORE SEVEN-MEN JUMPS AT BROOKS FIELD 


A previous issue of the News Letter recorded the fact that seven men made. 
parachute jumps from planes flying in formation, and that one of the jumpers, 
who was caught in a rising air current, descended with his parachute at an 
average rate of only three feet per second. 

On August 18th another wholesale parachute jumping event took place at 
Brooks Field, but on this occasion the men encountered a descending air current. 
The parachute jumps were made from a seven ship Vee formation from an altitude 
of 2,000 feet. The rate of descent was 20 feet per second. The normal rate of 
descent being only 16 feet per second, a number of inquiries were made at the 
parachute department regarding the acceleration of the speed of descent. The 
parachute department attributed the rapid descent as being due to the jumpers 
being in a descending convection current caused by the cooler weather. 

The men making the jumps were Sgt. P.W. Betzenberger, Corporal D.C.Bradford, 
and Privates E. Bezency, T. Garner, W.R. Herndon, B.A. Vaughn and J.A. Reuter. 
Parachute jumping from formation is becoming a weekly event, as there are still 
a number of applicants on file at the Parachute Department requesting permission 
to make a jump. The residents in the vicinity of Brooks Field never seem to 
tire of watching the jumps, as all of them are always attended by quite a number 
of spectators, including transients passing through to the coast. 

---000--~ ° 


CONGRESSMAN MAAS INSPECTS ROCKWELL FIELD 


Congressman Maas, of St. Paul, Minn., piloted by Lieut. J.V- Hart, Air 
Corps, recently arrived at Rockwell Field, San Diego, Cal., in an O-2A from 
Brooks Field, Texas. The Congressman made a thorough inspection of Rockwell 
Field during his visit. He is very much interested in all phases of aviation, 
is a World War veteran of the Marine Corps, and holds a commission as Captain 
in the Marine Corps Reserve at present. He is also a member of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, ) 

Congressman Maas and Lieut. Hart departed for March Field several days 
later and returned to participate in the dedication of the Lindbergh Airport. 

---a0o--— 


. FIRE DESTROYS HANGAR AT KELLY FIELD 


Fire from an undetermined cause completely destroyed a hangar and six 
airplanes at the Air Corps Advanced Flying School on Sunday morning, July 29th, 
at about 9:30 o'clock. The fire was first discovered by Corporal Endicott, 4end 
Squadron, who reported it to the fire department and then attempted to open the 
doors of the hangar. It was thought at first that there was a possibility of 
Saving some of the planes, as only one 0-2 was at that time on fire, but before 
the fire trucks arrived the fire had spread to the other planes and the danger 
of an explosion made it impossible to enter the wwilding safely. One DH, three 
O2s, one 0-11 and one O2-H, several dollies, one Liberty motor and the normal 
accessories of the building were completely destroyed. 

A board of officers, consisting of Captain Arthur Easterbrook, lst Lt. Wil- 
lian A. Lanagan and lst Lt. Frank Kuhn (QMC) was appointed to investigate the 
cause of the blaze, but it is deubtful if the reason can be learned. No one was 
in the immediate vicinity of the fire at the time of its outbreak, and it was not 
for some minutes after it had started that Corporal Endicott arrived. It is gen- 
erally believed, however, that a short circuit in the 0-2 which was the first to 


burn was the cause. 
---000-—— 


MOTORS CHANGED ON PLANE IW JIG TIME 


The News Letter Correspondent from Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, ex- 
presses the belief that the 16th Observation Squadron stationed thereat made a 
record on changing Liberty motors. On August 4th at 10:00 A.M.,an 0-2 was flying 
a mission with the Reserve officers when the motor went bad. Due to the short- 
age of that type of plane which was needed for the mission and the immediate nec- 
essity for using this particular 0-2, the motor was changed and on the line run- 
ning at 1:50 P.M. the @ame day ready for test. “If anyone has a better record", 
the News Letter Correspondent adds, "let us hear about it". 
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AIRPORT DEDICATED AT .§HREVEPORT, LA. 


Brooks Field personnel comprising Captain Mileau, Lieuts. Cheatle,Davasher, 
Holmes, Lehman, Knapo, Rodeick, Carlson, Barber, Privates Walker, Hurt and 
Sandlin flew to Snrevevort, La., August 4th for the dedication and opening of 
the Shreveport Airport, sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce of that city. All 
were guests of this commercial organization and stated upon their return that 
they were royally entertained by their hosts. 

The new airport renders exctllent service to visiting pilots, keeping a 
licensed mechanic on duty 24 hours a day. Transvortation is available to and 
from town any hour of the day or night. Ships are serviced on the field by a 
specially equipoed Mack truck. Tne gasoline is Government specification, fur- 
nished by the Standard Oil Co. of Louisiana. Floodlights and a beacon are be- 
ing installed for night flying. The airport is equipped with a modern hangar, 
80 x 110 fect, with a 16 ft. clearance. Government ships are given hangar stor- 
age without charge. The ficld is well drained and measures approximately 2500 
fect north and south by 2,000 feet east and west. Within the next sixty days 
it is expected that Shreveport will have one of the best equipped airdromes in 
the south. 

---000--- 


VIRGINIA'S EXECUTIVE FLIZS IN AIRSHIP 


Governor Brrd, of the State of Virginia, wes flom recently from Richmond 
to Camp Byrd, Virginia Beach, in the Airship TC-10, piloted by Lieut. Starkey of 
the 19th Airship Company, Langley Field, Va. Governor Byrd used the airship for 
a reviewing stand after his trip to the Camp as he reviewed the 183d Infantry 
of Virginia. Included in the reviewing party were Colonel C.C. Culver, Command- 
ing Officer of Langley Field; Adjutant General W.iW. Snail; Colonel J.¥. Bright, 
Mayor of Richmond; Assistant Adjttant General Willard Newbill, and former Sena- 
tor E.G. Dodson, of Virginia. 

---000--— 


AERIAL MAPPING OPERATIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES 


The mapoing personnel of the 6th Photo Section, Air Corps, stationed at 
Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., returned to that station June ed, after naving com- 
pleted a 5000 square mile aerial photographic survey of the unexplored mountain- 
ous region of northeastern Luzon. 

The northern end of the vroject was started on May 2d, using the landing 
field at Aparri as a base. Two DH-4B photographic airplanes were used for the 
photegraphic work, end a Martin Bomber, furnished by the 28th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, was used for transporting airplane and photographic supplies. It was plan- 
ned to use the Martin Bomber also for dropping camp and food supplies to photo- 
graphic personnel in case of a forced landing in the jungle. 

Short! after the arrival of the planes at Aparri, a typhoon signal was 
hoisted anu the project wes delayed one week. The photographic work was started 
on May 10th and continued until the 16th, when all of the planes returned to 
Camp Nichols. . 

On May 26th, a Loening Amphibian, equipped for ohotography, left Camp Nich- 
ols for Casiguran Bay to complete the southern end of the project. The U.S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey steamer "Fathomer", which was stationed in Casiguran 
Bay, was used as a base. <A number of three and four hour flights at 1,200 ft. 
were made, and excellent results obtained. The Amphibian, which is the latest 
type received in the Philipnines, functioned perfectly. On a nunber of flights 
it took off from a smooth sea with pilot and photographer, 120 gallons of gaso- 
line, three cameras and full emergency equiome.. and climbed to 12,000 ft. in 
45 minutes. The project was finished on June 2d and the Amphibian, escorted by 
planes from Corregidor, returned to Camp Nichols. 

It is interesting to note that practically all of the photographs taken on 
this project were mede between the hours of six and nine o'clock in the morning. 
Clouds formed over the mountains after nine o'clock. Over two thousand nega- 
tives were made of this area, and the work of printing and assembling required 
several weeks. Copies of the photographs taken on this project will be furnish- 
ed the Philippine Department and mapping egenciés of the Insuler Government, 

| Who were financially responsible for its completion. 
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LIEUT. BROOKLSY HAS HIS INVING 


At 4:30 P.M. on a certain Thursdey in August a formation of four PT-1l planes 
from Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, was flown over the home of Chaplain 
Harkins. The ships were in a Yee formation, with the number four position vacant 
in memory of the departing Lieut. Charlie Myers who was then joining the ranks of 
the Benedicts. The formation was led by Lieut. Brookley, with Lieuts. Hudson, 
Craigie and Wheeler filling the 2, 3 and 5 positions. 

After circling over the Chaplain's residence a cascade of miniature para- 
chutes were released, carrying dolls, old shoes, tin cans, rice, household utene 
sils, etc. Attached to cach parachute was a note stating that the finder would 
be reimbursed by Lieut. Myers in the sum of 50¢, provided the article was deliy- 
ered to him at the residence of Choplain Harkins without delay. 

It has been reported that Lieut. Myers will be forced to cut short his hon- 
€ymoon, as the number of youngsters who gathered for reimbursement was so great 
that the family exchequer suffered quite a setback. 

After noting the above heading one may inquire why Lieut. Brookley is par- 
ticularly mentioned. It happens that this popular officer was the victim of a 
Similar experience when he joined the ranks of the Benedicts just three years 
ago. At that time he was on duty at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, and on the day 
of his wedding his well meaning friends scraped together a motley collection of 
serviceable planes at the field and flew to a certain town near Dayton where the 
ceremony was scheduled to be performed. At a safe altitude above the public 
square of that town they started performing various acrobatics calculated to 
bring the whole populace out on the streets. Their exnectation being realized 
they proceeded to release 15 small parachutes, each one bearing a tag inviting 
the finder to call on Lieut. Brookley at a specified address and receive the 
sum of one dollar. Through the above transaction Lieut. Brookley's pocketbook 
was shy the sum of $14.00, the unaccounted fifteenth chute being found later 
tangled up on the tail skid of one of the airplanes. 

No prize is being offered to anyone gucssing the name of the individual who 
organized the expedition agaist Lieut. Myers. 

The name of the perty of the first (or second) part who participated in 
the wedding ceremony at San Antonio was Miss Fanebel Hull, of 326 Hollywood Ave, 

---000--- 


DECORATIONS FOR LANGLEY FIELD MEN 


A Langley Field officer and a Sergeant, both on duty with the 19th Airship 
Company, were recently honored. Lieut. Uzal G. Ent was recommended for the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross, and same was aoproved by General Fechet, Chief of the 
Air Corps. The recommendation by Ceptain Cherles P. Clark, Commanding Officer 
of the 19th Airship Company, followed Lieutenant Ent's heroic efforts to save 
the life of Lieut. Paul Evert, which resulted in Lieut. Ent bringing the body 
of Lieut. Evert safely to the ground. 

The free balloon in which both were flying was struck by lightning during 
the National Elimination Balloon Race. Unknown to Lieut. Ent at the moment, the 
bolt killed Lieut. Evert. It also caused the balloon to catch fire. Lieut. Ent 
remained in the burning balloon and so maneuvered its course to the ground as 
to prevent loss of life or damage to property on the ground. He succeeded in 
removing Lieut. Evert's body from the basket of the burning balloon. The award 
now rests with the decision of the War Department, 

Sergeant Harry A. Chapman, the outstanding hero of the Roma Disaster, which 
occurred at the Army Base at Norfolk, February 21, 1922, received the Cheney 
Award, and has also been recomaended for the Flying Cross. The Cheney Award 
was made to Sergeant Chapman over 18 other recommendations and was presented 
to him by President Coolidge at the White House. Among those in attendance 
at. the presentation were the Sergeant's wife; Mrs. Streeter, sister of the late 
Lieut. Cheney; Mrs. Schofield, mother of the young officer in whose honor the 
memorial was created; General Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps; General Wells of 
the General Staff, and General Gillmore of the Air Corps. { 


\ 
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TES BEGINNING OF AVIATION MEDICINE 
By Li.-Col. Lefy M. Hathaway, M.C. 
(Concluded) r 


Like other branches of medical art, aviation medicine had premonitory be- 
ginnings at an early date. The first handbook on Aeronautics was published in 
1786, and its author, although not a doctor, did not neglect the medical aspects 
of the subject. Captain Mashburn, in a recent article on the Development and 
Application of the Present Medical Examination for Flying, states that the author 
of this handbook recormended balloon ascents for convalescents and claimed that 
"the spirits wero raised by the purity of the air and rest in a cheerful com- 
posure," All worries and disturbances were said to have disappeared as if by 
magic. Longevity was promoted. Influenza, nevralgia and tuberculosis were said 
to have been cured by balloon ascents, and the therapeutic value was thought to 
be cue to the change from "hot, putrid and impure, to cool, sure air, impregnated 
with invigorating aerial acid." ’ 

It seems probable that this old outhor may have suffered from a degree of 
anoxemia, which condition raises the spirits about like alcohol. Even yet there 
are plenty of people who request flights for the cure of deafness, an impression 

vhich appears to bo, ~zpther. widely gpread.and persigtent,. Lpqugh quite erroneous. 
* and “con rary to actual fact, the truth being that deafness-is caused and aggra» 
vated by flying. 

Up until the World War there vas little or no sustained interest in the 
medical aspects of aviation, but during the War it was found that many crashes 
were attributable to the human element, namcly, the pilot, who either lacked the 
requisite skill and training or proved inedecuate in physical, montal or psychic 
reaction to meet his emergency. It has been stated that at first about 50% of 
casualties were found due to the mman element, tho vilot, the balance being the 
result of other causes such as enemy planes, weather conditions, and failure of 
the power plant or defect in construction. Such figures are matters of conjec- 
ture, but the fact still remains that many crashes were chargeable to the human 
element. 

During active operations on all fronts, many flycrs became overflown, suf- 
fered from staleness and had to be grounded and sent home for recaperation. In 
view of these conditions, all nations engaged began to realize that the task of 
combatant airmen was worthy of medical consideration, and action was independent- 
ly taken by the various Porers to secure reduction in crashes and better conser- 
vation of flying personnel. At the beginning of the World War, Italy required a 
special physical cxanination for airmen. As early as 1914 Germany had developed 
a scucme for conducting physical cxaminetions for flying, and in 1916 issued rog 
ulations for the purpose of governing the solection of pilots. Grcat Britain 
demonstrated the advanteges of such special measures by appointing a toard which 
analyzed the causcs of crashes and initiated medical measures calculated to 
improve methods of sclecticn and upkeep of flyers. 

The United States had the advantage of the previous experience of its 
Allics and was prompt to profit thereby. It was soon realized that the standard 
methods of examination for other arms of the service were inadequate to meet the 
needs of the Air Corps and that the requirements and standards for entrance into 


the Air.Corps agtablished..ia.i€12 wore.insufficient.. It was- recognized. that, -an- 


order to keep planes in the air, the medicel aspects of aviation mst be given 
special consideration; accordingly, early in 1917 the United States sent a 
medical commission under General Wilmer to France, and the work of that comnis- 
sion laid the foundation of aviation medicine in.our service. 

In 1917 the Medical Researcn Laboratory was established at Mitchel Field, 
and much valuable information vas obtained and supplied by the prominent 
Scientists who constituted the steff of what later became the School for Flight 
Surgeons. The problem of aviation medicine were thoroughly and carefully studie. 
at this school anc, as a result of these studies and of the work of the comnis- 
Sion in France above referred to, the present regulations governing physical 
examination for flying were developed and published in what is basically their 
present form. It had become apnarent that the selection and care of flyers. in- 
volved special problems in medicine; called for specialized methods and proced- 
ures and necessitated a special line of training for medical officers imnediatei 

esponsible for this work. 

The two great problems in Aviation Medicine are the selection and conserva- 
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tion of flyers. Selection of flying personnel is the primary task of the 
Flight Surgeon. Since it is generally conceded that flying deranda o.high typ. 
of physical and psychic cquipment, and that flying in particular is not the 
forte of every man who feels the urge to fly; since mistaken sclection entails 
rave possibilities, no effort is too great and no standard too high in this 
matter of primary selection. 

The standards ani procedure governing our present physical exeminstion for 
flying have been carefully worked out by eminent specialists in those subjects 
Which together constitute the snecialty of Aviation Medicine, which term embraces 
elements of all branches of medical science and art, notably Ophthalmology, 
Otology, Neurology, Cardiology, Physiology, Psychiatry, and even Psychology. 
Aviation Medicine has as its foundation a good working knowledge of general 
medicine and surgery, particularly diagnosis. It covers a vast field and offers 
unlimited possibilities and opportunities for research and development commensu~- 
rately with the advance and development of aviation. 

The procedures, methods and standards governing the present physical exan- 
-nation for flying are fully set forth and described in Army Regulations and re. 
quire only brief discussion here. Suffice it to say that some such special ex- 
amination is essential and that the standards required by existing regulations 
are in accordance with accepted opinions of recognized authorities. 

First, a candidate rust be physically fit in general, as required for other 
arms of the service, and there are certain additional requirements which call 
for special mention. A sound cardiovascular system is, of course, essential,and 
this is included under general physical fitness. The circulatory efficiency tes! 
sevised by Professor Schneider is a routine procedure at all examinations. The 
30st importart single factor is good vision. This cannot be over-accentuated. 
There are plenty of men rho have a visual acuity of 20/15, but 20/20 is the 
accepted staudard the woild over, and the latter figure is none too high for 
veginners, although expsiienced flyers can get along with less. 

At original cxamination eyes are refracted under c;cloplegia and errors of 
refraction in excess of one diopter in any meridian are disquelifying. Iatent 
fyperopia is particularly undesirable as it becomes manifest with advancing age 
or under eye strain, reducing visual acuity, hastening presbyopia and super- 
-aducing asthenopic systems. Visual accommodation is measured in diopters and 
senths by the Prince Rule, and shovld correspond within two diopters of the 
normal values for age in accordance with the table of Drane. Good eye mscle 
balance is important in order to assure binccular vision without undue eyestrain 
A tendency to diplopia ics inherent in latent inmbaiance, and the pilot cannot af- 
ford to see double when flying. Imbalance causes heacaiches and other nervous 
symptoms, increasing ocular and general fatigue, decreasing power of attention 
anc diverting nervous energy. Hyperphoria is especially serious in that it can- 
not be compensated by opyncsing muscles. Latent squint in other directions is 
checked against opposing muscular aoston, the degree of deviation being measured 
by the Maddox Rods and Risley prisms mounted in the phorcmeter frame. 

In taking off and in landing a plane as well as in flying in formations it 
is necessary to exercise accurate estimation of distances. This factor is calics 
depth perception, a faculty not only to be developed and improved by practice ui 
primarily dependent upon good binocular vision including acuity and muscle bai- 
ance. This faculty is measured by the Howard-Dolman Depth Perception appara‘s, 
a simple and ingenious device, the principle of which depends on the binocular: 
parallellactic angle. Essentially this apparatus is a box open at the top ani 
fontaining two parallel rods one c.m. in diameter, one of the rods being movable 

,and the other fixed. There is a millimeter scale alongside the slot in which 7% 


. ~,movable rod slides in the floor of the box which is illuminated in such mannor x 


© preclude shadows. <A window in front of the box, and a white background behi7x 
aljows the rods to be seen and adjusted by the subject who sits at a distance -f 
twénty feet and endeavors to replace the movable rod to a point opposite the 7ix- 
ed one by manipulating cords. Several trials are given and the results in miili- 
meters are averaged. A man with good eyes should be able to adjust the rod: 
within 25 millimeters. Not only is this test reliable as a means of determining 
the power of estimating distance, but it is a valuable check on the other ocular 
tests, and it has been found that men with good eyes and good vision have no dif- 
ficulty in passing this test while those with ocular defects cannot satisfactori- 
ly adjust the rods. 
It is sometimes asked why men with high refractive errors and corresponding~- 
ly poor vision correctible by glasses cannot be accepted for flying in the 
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military air scrvice and pormitted to fly with corrective goggles. Many correc- 
tions cannot be ground into the large curved lenses. of gog¢les. An insert to 
secure bifocal vision blurs a portion of the field and corrects vision only ina 
small portion thereof. Not only is good central vision necessary but a large 
field is also essential; blind angles would be disastrous. One cannot wear 
spectacles under goggles. Tho latter are sufficiently uncomfortable even when 
well-fitting and properly adjusted. A leaky goggle is a misance. It fogs up, 
blurs the vision and causes excessive lachrymation. 

Normal color vision is necessary in order to recognize signal lights and 
navigating lights, also for reading maps printed in colors and for recognizing 
features on the ground. As above said, a good field of vision is essential in 
order that an aviator may see out of the corner of the cye. When mking turns 
the pilot always looks around first as far-as his neck will pormit and then 
turns his eyes still further. Collisions are avoided in this manner. 

Normal hearing is required at original examinations, but waivers for deaf- 
ness are commonly granted to experienced pilots. Inflammatory processes of the 
upper respiratory passages and in the middle ear are aggravated by flying and 
therefore are disqualifying at original oxarination. 

Popular concentinn of the physical examination for flying formerly centered 
around the Barany Chair. This chair is still used at original examinations, and 
subsequently whenever indicuted for diagnostic purposes, but the inner ear is no 
longer considered to be the controlling factor in maintaining equilibrium, which 
mist be considered as a function of the whole propriocestive mechanism; namely, 
sensations received from the eyes, ears, deep muscles, viscera and skin. They 
cannot be consicercd independently but as an integrative whole. Rotation in the 
chair will bring out disturbances.of the vestibular apparatus, but there are 
other tests that will brirg ouc this as well as disturbances of the other factors 
concerned in equilitrium. We know that vision is the principal factor in main- 
taining or regaining equilibriuna while flying. No man can fly blindfolded for 
any length of time. There must be visual contact with the horizon either direct- 
ly or through the aid of instruments. It is necessary to depend upon instruments 
while flying through fogs, clouds, and dense rain or snow or in darkness suffi- 
ciently great to obscure the horizon. When visual contact with the horizon is 
lost the flyer easily goes into a spin by unconsciously julling his ship into too 
steop a climb, losing dlying spoed and dropping off to onc side. This accounts 
for the loss of some of those whe have attempted ic cross the ocean and shows the 
importance of vision in flying straight and level. ZBngine failure, fuel failure 
and structural defects account for some of these disappearances, no doubt, but it 
is likely that cloucs, fogs, darkness and other weather ccnditions were respon- 
sible for most of these losses. Extensive oxperiments »Dy Captain Ocker of the 
Air Corps and Captain Myers, Flight Surgeoh, have shown coaclusively that with 
the eyes closed a man canrot depend unon his senses to tcll his position nor in 
which direction he is turning, nor whether he has stowed turning and begun to 
Spin in the opposite direction. It scems likely thet these experime.its will be 
extromely valuable in the development of instramental flying. The ma*l pilots 
are particularly good in this sort of flying and are accustomed to depend large- 
ly upon their instruments. 

Aside from questions of nervous stability, it is impossible to state defin- 
itoly at tho present time what types of men make the best flyers. Racial apti- 
tude for any task is governed by biological factors dating from remote antiquity, 
and is therefore comparatively fixed. . Individual aptitude varies in greater or 
lesser degree within the racial limits. There are born flyers just as there are 
born athletes and musicians. Most any physically fit individual of average in- 
telligence can learn to drive a car or to fly an airplane, just as most any 
8choolboy can play ball, after a fashion. Given a physically fit candidate of 
average intelligence and educational qualifications, it remains to determine his 
aptitude for the specific task of flying. Since he mst be trained at govern- 
ment expense and since the government is financially and morally responsible for 


his welfare, and for the safety of others dependent upon his skill, it is well 


worth while to go to considerable pains to avoid mistakes in selection. Thé 

only safe and sure method of assessing individual aptitude is by actual trial. 

In the old days it was customary to explain the controls to an aspirant, then 

put him into a plane and let him either fly or die. This was expensive and some- 

times tragic, but the survivors usually became brilliant aviators. 
A French Ace described to me his sensations-.on his first flight. He had had 

a few days ground schooling and possessed unusual aptitude, as subsequently 

proven. He stepped into theplane, the motor was started, and he took off across 
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the English Channel. Tho last words he heard were: "There goes another one 
across the Atlantic." ne plane then seomod to plunge in all directions and in 
his inexperience he naturally over-controlled, making matters worse. Althouch a. 
man of unusual courage he was afraid to attermt to turn around and come back to 
shore but headed across the Channel toward England. Ho flew until the gas was 
almost half exhausted and then having gained «hat ho considered sufficient alti- 
tude, with great trepidation he managed to turn the ship gbout and got back to 
tho home ficld without mishap. This was a severe test and present methods are 
. rightly more humane. 
; We strive to improve; and, with this end in view, the School of Aviationg 
Medicine has been making stremous efforts to develop and standardize the new'$o- 


psychic part of the examination. An intensive yersonality study is made of every 


candidate with a view to eliciting evidences of nervous instability and also in 
the hope of eventually being able to predetermine those individuals who have or 
have not especial aptitude for flying. It is hoped that sufficient data will ul- 
timately be accumlatod, studied, classified and correlated with actual porforrm 
sance in flying to enable Flight Surgoons to say definitely in the majority of 
cases which types will succeed and which will fail in the actual test of flying. 
At the present time it is too early to evaluate this work, and it can only be 
. Stated that the intcnsivo persouality study frequently discovers evidences of 
. - potential or actual instability of the nervous system which, when found and sub- 
stantiated, constitute just grounds for rejection without further trial or ex- 
pense, Even though an unstable individual may learn to fly he is a poor risk, 
since he is likely to break cow under the stress of military flying, especially 
during active onerations. 

Certain phvsical tests involving psychological elements are undergoing ex- 
perimentation with a view to precetermining aptitude for aviation. The 0'Rouke 
Coordinator and the Thorne Reaction Time instruments seem to be the most promis- 
ing of those under experirentation in this country at the present tine. These 
instruments have seif-reccrding attachments which by means of pens and tracings 
not only leave a record i: black: and white of the indivicual's reaction time, 
both simple and selective, but they record his errors as well. ‘The results tims 
far obtained are too meager to warrant predictions as to the probable value of 
such tests. Careful correlation with actual flying perfvrmance and with the 
causes of failure therein will be necessary before finel assessment can be made 
and the value of such tes*s cetermined. 

In England the Reid cpoaratus has been intensively tried out and its results 
are being applied in prei:cting aptitude end in cnocking progress during flying 
training. It promises to to of great value, but researc is still necessary be- 
fore it can be adopted as a basis of selection for the fiyer. However, there is 
reported an 80% correlation between the findings of the Research Laboratory and 
the findings of tho instructors in a recent class. It hes a self-recording de- 
vice, the records of which shew performance on the machine and these records are 
compared wit: performance in flying. ‘The elements of "improvability" in an indi- 
vidual is given due wight, which is as it should be. 

The Ruggles Orientatcr is a mechanical cevice onernied by controls similar 
to an airplane and during the last fiscal yoar it was adopted by the Flying 
Training Department of the Army Air Corps as a means of estimating potential fly- 
ing ability. It has no self-recording device and results depend upon opinion 
based on the careful observation of trained flying instructors habituated to its 
use. Its controls are.so arranged as to be actuated by the sudject or by the 
observer and, since it puts the former in umsual positions likely to upset 
equanimity in individuals easily disturbed, it may bring to light psychic weak- 
nesses otherwise likely to escape detection. Like any other unfamiliar task, 
performance in the Orientator may demonstrate inherent avkwardness. ‘Those who 
use it have great faith in it as a verfornance test to demonstrate that intanc- 
ible factor know as "inherent flying ability". In the hands of specially train- 
ed flying instructors it is of potential value in selection as well as in train- 
ing procedure. At the present time the Ruggles Oricnatator is being used as a 
guide in selection and no candidate has been eliminated on its findings without 
the concurrence of examining Flight Surgeons, who reach their conclusions inde- 
pendently by examination of the neuropsychic syste. 

It is understood that the Navy has fitted a self-recording device to the 
Ruggles Orientator and contemplates extensive experimentation with a view to cor- 
relation with flying. 

There is a growing tendency toward conservation with regard to the various 
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mechanical tests as woll as torard opinions based on porsonality sticios as a 
means of predicting aptitude for aviation. _ Novertheless, »rom-ressive ex perinoen- 
tation is necessary and there is a real and growing need for sone reliable test 
+o measure the specific aptitude of a candidate before subjecting him to a taslz 
involving risk to life. 

The only new test which has been recently added to the examination for fly- 
ing as prescribed by Arm; Rerulations 40-110 is the sols~balancing test for neuro 
muscular equilibrium devised by Grou» Cantain Martin Flack of the ‘Royal Air Force 
This test is practically a Romberg test vith the candidate standing on one foot 
instead of both. Three trials are siven to determine steadiness while so stand- 
ing on each foot with the eves closed. <A normal man without functional or organi 
disturbances of the nervous system should be able to execute this tost. 

The second great problem in Aviation Medicine is the care or conservation of 
flying »ersonnel. This, like selection, remires special training and necessi- 
tates conscientious anplication of mecical Imowledge to meet individual needs. Sc 
far as we know there is not, strictly sncaking, an esvecial aviator's discase in 
the sense of its boing peculiar to flyers. Air sickness is similar to sea sicl- 

ness and to swing sealmess. sAnoxomia has beon encountored in mountaineers as wel 
as in aviators. Dope poisoning occurs on the ground and is encountered in other 
industries. Aviators, like other men, are subject to all sorts of diseases and 
injuries in addition to certain stresses and strains more or less occupational i: 
character. A sick airman is, of course, unfit to fly, but a skilled and experi- 
enced flyer can safely compensate for physical defects which would rightfully 
exclude a candidate or ground a beginner, 

Flying demands reasonably good health and flyers should have careful medica! 
supervision at all times. Prompt measures should be taxen for relief of any con- 
dition which is at the tine, or later promises to become, cause for disqualifica- 
tion in flying. A slight ailment in a flyer is relatively more serious if it is 
of such nature or degree as to interfero with his pursuit. Airmen realize this 
and are usually quick to seek medical advice when occasion occurs. 

The personal and professional relations between Flight Surgeons and flyers 
are and should be rather more intimate than usually necessary between medical of- 
ficers and representatives of other arms of the service. Not only do Flight 
Surgeons render medical attencance to military personnel and to their families 
on flying fields as do other medical officers but they mst be constantly though 
unobtrusively observant of the health and physical condition of the flying per- 
sonnel under their care. In addition to holding sick call for flying commands, 
it is customary for a Flight Surgeon to be present on the flying line daily in 
order that he may assure himself that every flyer is feeling fit to fly before 
taking off. Thoyinvite consultation ard encourage confidence with a view to 
rendering help. This attitude demands tact and is assisted by an approachable 
personality which avoids conflict without sacrificing dignity or subverting 
vrofessional integrity. 

The Flight Surgeon does not confine his activities to conducting the anmal 
semi-annual and special physical examinations for flying required by Arny Regula- 
tions. He operates the dispeisary or hospital on his field and attends the sick 
like other modical ogeteers. He mist be capable of making a diagnosis and of 
rendering definitive treatment for those conditions encountered in general 
medical and surgical practice. He looks after the sanitation of his field and 
Supervises hygienic measures calculated to consorve and irmrove the henlth of 
the command. Although he has a fair working lmowledgoe of the verious specialtie 
which together comprise the major part of his orm specialty, he does not presume 
to compete with the most ominent specialists in cach and all of these subjects. 
When in practice he encounters conditions teyond his professional qualifications 
or facilities, he initiates transfer to a general hospital. 

In order that a medical officer may understand the task and viewpoint of 
the flyer and the better to evaluate medical matters in connection with aviation 
it is necessary that he fly. It is not necessary that he be himself a pilot, but 
some dual instruction in flying is desirabdlo to broaden his viows, and there is 
no objection to his. bewmming a pilot provided he has sufficient aptitude and tin 
to qualify as such. Flying experience enables a medical officer to solve medica 
problems and reach decisions otherwise less readily attainable. 

With regard to the future of Aviation Medicine not mch need be said since 
it has become evident to all that the future of aviation itself is assured and 
our profession mast strive to keep pace with progress in flying. 

Within the past year nearly S00 prominent physicians throughout the country 
have been selected by the Bureau of Aeronautics, Department of Commerce, to ex~- 
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amine ayplicants for civil aviation. Examinations by Flight Surgeons of the Army 
and ilavy are accepted without cuestion by the Denartment of Commerce. ‘This indi- 
cates not only the rapid advance of interest in aviation but also the recognition 
of the fact that air pilots mst be carefully scrutinized before being liccnsed 
to fly. 

The problems of aeronautics are boing solved daily. Aircraft, although not 
yot fool-proof or self-operative, are being constantly improved and standardized 
so that the safoty factor is rising, while the human element remains comparativel: 
unchanged. The latter factor can only be improved in this generation by advancinz, 
medical methods and procedures. 

There is room for mech research and investigation by those who select 
aviation Medicine as a specialty. It represents opportunities for advancement in 
Ophthalmology and Otology, Psychiatry and practical Psychology, as well as other 
branches of medicine and surgory. It offers a broad field for medical officers 
of the Army, especially the younger men. There need be no fear that professional 
opportunities will be restricted in the case of those who take up aviation 
medicine, since by so doing they do not and cannot abandon general practice, but 
on the contrary are required to possess and apply a working knowledge in several 
recognized specialties, and this knowledge can only serve to increase their pro- 
fessional attainments and enhance their value to the country. 

---000--- 


AIRSHIP EQUIPMENT TESTED AT SCOTT FIELD 


During the past month experiments were conducted at Scott Field, I1ll., with 
an airship landing tractor which was designed at the Engigectifif Bivisios Sf the 
Zielé@. .. YVhile the machine has demonstrated its practicability, it is not at 
present entirely satisfactory. The experiments are being pushed forward with 
vigor, and it is believed that when funds are made available for certain changes 
in design a great deal of trouble now experienced in landing light airships will 
be largely overcome and ‘vill cut the size of landinz crers to six or eight men. 
Its use as an out-of-door mooring device and as a mechanical means of taking the 
ships in and out of the hangar seems very probable. 

Test of the Nichols Form-fitting Parachute Pack has boen made, and it was 
found that for certain types of airships and for certain daties aboard all ships 
this type of »ack is ver: satisfactory, provided that the back plate can be made 
to fit the conformity of each individual who wears one. This, of course, would 
almost necessitate havin; these plates made up in a large assortment of sizes. 

A new type of Balloon Basket, designed at the Engineering Department on the 
suggestions of operating personnel, was tricd out recently and found to answer 
the requirements. The old style basket was muickly broken up in heavy and windy 
landings, resulting in hich loss of baskets and high overhead in basket mainten- 
ance. In the test of tho now basket the pilct landed with a high rate of 
descent several times and permitted the balloon to drag over rough terrain with- 
out damage. The olc type basket would have beon practically useless after such 
treatment. 

---000--- 


SECRETARY OF WAR INSPECTS MARCH FIELD 


The Hon. Dwight F. Davis, Secretary of War, recently inspected the Primary 
Flying School at March Ficld, Riverside, Calif. The Secretary was greeted with 
the regulation nineteen-sun salute upon his arrival, but due to the short dura- 
tion of his visit no formal program was arranged. An inspection of the new 
buildings under construction and the Flying Cadet Detachment was made during the 
course of his visit. 

The new construction work at March Field is progressing rapidly. The 
skeleton work on two of the large hangars is completed, and the excavation work 
on the barracks is nearly finished. The flying line has been moved a consider- 
able distance from the hangars to make way for the new construction, but by the 
application of a "dolly" fitting on trucks the ships are being carried to the 
line without any delay. 
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CHINESE AVIATOR VISITS SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT 


In the midst of visits to various Air Corvus activities in the vicinity of 
San Antonio, Texas, Major Tien Lai Huang, of the Chinese Air Corps, recently 
made an informal call. at the San Antonio Air Depot at Duncan Field for the pur- 
pose of gaining an insight into the supply and maintenance operations thereat. 

He was accompanied by Mr. Benjamin J. Kwok, Secretary of the San Antonio Chinese 
Nationalist organization. 

Major Huang is an accomplished scholar (Ph.D. ,Columbia) and linguist, and 
is popularly known as "China's Lindbergh". He is a member of the Intelligence 
Division of the Chinese Air Corps, and is a prominent figure in the national 
affairs of China, being a member of the recently victorious Kuomintang, and a 
delegate to the League of Nations. Major Huang ended a four months! tour of the 
United States in San Antonio for the purpose of making final plans for his con- 
templated Pacific Ocean flight in his plane, the "Spirit of Canton", an the very 
near future, from Los Angeles to Nanking, via Hawaii and the Midway Islands, 
leaving San Antonio for Dallas to take over his plane. 

~--000--— 


ATR CORPS PLANES ESCORT CARRANZA FUNERAL CORTEGE 


The funeral trein bearing the body of Capt. Emilio Carranza, Mexican Good 
Will flyer, who was killed when his plane crashed on his attempted flight from 
New York to Mexico City, passed through San Antonio on the way to Laredo on July 
20th. The funeral ceremonies at San Antonio were participated in by the Army, 
the Air Corps. and nmnerous civilians and State orgenizations. The honor and 
respect paid Captain Carranza were most impressive indications of the esteem in 
which he was held. 

The Conmanding Officer of the Eighth Corps Area appointed Brig. Gen. Fiske 
as officer in charge of ail military ground activities, and Major J.E. Chaney, 
Kelly Field, as the director of all aerial activities. Over 100-planes from Kell; 
Field, Brooks and Dodd Fields participated in the aeriel demonstration over San 
Antonio, and all ground troops of Ft. Sam. Houston took part in the ceremonies 
on the ground. 

The body of Cant. Carranza was taken from the train just after a battery of 
the llth Field Art. had fired an ll-gun salute. Accompanied by honorary pall- 
bearers - officers 01 Tt. Sam Houston - the casket was placed on an artillery 
caisoan and taken to the municipal auditorium. The streets of San Antonio throu;) 
which the cortege was to pass were lined with people, toth Americana dnd Mexicans 
and everywhere there was evidence of sincere mourning for the Mexican pilot who 
gave his life in an attonmm*+ to further the relations of the U.S. and Mexico. 

While formations of Diits, 02's, AT-4's, NBS-1l's anc ?-1's circled overhead 
and droned out a funeral dirge, the casket was taxen from the caisson and placed 
in state in the San Antonio mmicipal auditorium. LDrig.Gen. Albert J. Bowley act 
as representative of the U.S. Army in placing a wreath of flowers on the casket. 

At 7:30 in the evening the body was replaced upon the train and the journey 
to Laredo started. Arrangements had been made whereby the train was to be delaye 
at a point north of Laredo until daylight, and at that time 75 planes from Kelly, 
Brooks and Fort Crockett met the train and escorted it to the International Bridg 
across the Rio Grande. There, again, the body was taken from the train and, es- 
corted by troops from Fort McIntosh, was turned over to Mexican military authori- 
ties in the center of the International Bridge. 

~--000—-— 


"ENGLISH AS SHE IS WRIT." 


The following is a good example of the many peculiar specimens of letters ar 
inquiries received from time to time at the office of the Middletown Air Depot: 

"Dear Sir; : 
I am writing you these few lines to ask you about your old tipe 
moters and will you sell one of them the hold thing the some one was tellinz 
me about them that I could buy one of them the hold Plain of the old tipe 
one and if you.will seld one of them write and tell me I am anxious to lurn 
and may be some good some time and write and tell me as possable. 

So I will close write soon ; 
From " 
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SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP PILOTS FLY TO CALIFORNIA 


The 2nd Bombardment Group, Lengley Field, was busily engaged in pre varations 
for a flight of 9 LB-5-A bombers to the West Coast. The start of the flight vas 
delayed two days due to adverse weather conditions, but at 9:30 a.m. September 3¢ 
the nine big planes took off for Augusta, Ga., 400 diiles distant, arriving there 
shortly after 6:00 p.m, Early the next day the planes took off for Montgomery, 
Ala., the next scheduled stop, but weather conditions proving unfavorable, the 
pilots returned to Augusta an hour later. Along towards noon weather conditions 
cleared sufficiently to permit Major Knerr and the pilots under him to take off 
for Montgomery, Ala., at 1:30 p.m. 

On September 5th the bombers flew from Montgomery to Shreveport, La., in 5% 


hours! flying time, and on the afternoon of the following day thoy arrived at 
Midland, Texas. 


The original schedule contemplated the flight arriving at Los Angeles, Calif. 


on September 8th to participate in the National Air Races. In addition to Major 
Hugh Knerr, commanding officer of the flight, pilots and relief pilots selected 
to fly the bombers are: Captain Cocil G. Sellers, Air Reserve; lst Lieuts. Harold 
W. Beaton, Phillips Melville, Emile L. Kennedy, 2nd Lieuts. Ward J. Davies, A.J. 
Kerwin Malone, Alfred M. Johnson, William B. Blaufuss, Ford L. Fair, Willard R. 
Wolfinbarger, Air Corps, ° I1st Lt. Wilton M. Briney, Air Reserve; and Captain 
Ira F. Peake, Medical Corps, Flight Surgeon. Data will be obtained as to the 
mobility of a Bombardment Squadron. 


~--000--- 
NOTED BRITISH AIRMEN INSPECT AIR CORPS ACTIVITIES 


Royal Air Force World War "Aces", Squadron Leader A.S.G. Lee and Flight Lieu 
McCloughry, who are touring the United States inspecting American air activities, 
recently visited Langley Field. During their stay at this field they were the 
house guests of Lieut. and Mrs. Frank B. Tyndall and luncheon guests of the Com 
manding Officer, Lieut.-Col. ©.C. Culver. The British air officers were flow to 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, by Lieut. William Blaufuss. 

~--000--- 


RECREATIONAL ADVANTAGES AT LANGLEY FIELD 


It has been pointed out by Lieut. Leslic Young, Recreation Officer of Langl:« 
Field, that enlisted men on the post have more recreational advantages than the 
average best equipped field. Individual clubs are the personal property of men 
belonging to the sevoral units on the field. The 49th, 96th and 20th Bombardment 
Squadrons, the 58th and 59th Service Squadrons and the 19th Airship Company have 
their own recreation clubs. The recreation rooms include pool tables, reading 
desks, periodicals, radios, etc. Some have pianos ond other club house equipment 
In this connection, it is planned to complete within two years a theatre on the 
water front to replace the present one, with a seating capacity of nearly 1,000. 

---000--- 


STUDY OF AVIATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Mr. A.R. Romer, principal of the Oakland, Calif., schools, and Miss Mary 
Romer, instructor in the San Diego, Calif., schools, recently visited Rockwell 
Field, Coronado, Calif., for the purpose of securing material for the school 
reader on the subject of "Aviation." It is understood that this is the first 
time this form of study has been attempted in the public schools. 

-~-000--- 


CADET WINN JOINS CATERPILLAR CLUB y 


Add one more to the Caterpillar Club. Flying Cadet Raymond L. Winn, under- 
going flying instruction at the Primary Flying School at March Field, Riverside, 
Calif., is willing to testify to the good qualities of the Army parachute. On 
August 13th, Cadet Winn, while practicing chandelles in a DH at 3,000 feet, was 
unable to pull the nose of the plane back up. He stayed with the ship until 
within 300 feet of the ground and then went over the side. He made a safe 
landing on the outskirts of Perris. The DH was a total wash-out. 
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aEPORT ON PAMAMA TO WASHINGTON TO PANAMA FLIC: 


Lieuts. Robert W. Dourlass, Jr. anc James E. Parkor, Air Corps, who started 
at 9:55 a.m, June 16th fron Bolling Field, I.C., on their return flisht to France 
Field, Panama Canal Zono, arrived at their destination at 1:05 p.m. July llth. 
This return trip which they had hoped to negotiate in four days dragged along for 
a period of over threc weeks due to no foult of their own. ‘hon they arrivod at 
Havano, Cuba, on June 17th and to days later attempted to take off for Tela, 
Honduras, failure of fuel pressure from auxiliary tanks in both planes was dis- 
covered. Havana was some 200 miles behind at that particular time and, rmch 
against their will,they wore forced to return to tae Cuban capital. It was not 
until July 10th that repairs on their planes were completed and they were able to 
resune their journey to Panama. 

The report on the flight from Panama to Washington was covered in the June 
5th issue of the News Letter and, to avoid repetition, only that portion of the 
report recently received from France Field bearing on this round trip flight 
which has not been previously covered is given below, as follows: 

Performance of Planes: 

Type: Boeing Pursuit PW9-C, Air Corps Nos. 26-457 and 27-195. 

Equipment; Standard without armament, with standard auxiliary tank (38 gal.) 

Preparations: iio special preparations were made. These planes were receiv- 
ed from Rockwell Intermediate Depot about May 1, 1928. All connections vere test- 
ed, the ignition system checked thoroughly. A11 lines and screens in the fuel 
system were cleaned and chedred, The compasses were swung and checked. Fuel con- 
sumption tests were made on all tans. An extra flange was welded on the tail 
skids to prevent ground-looping and to give less roll in any short fields 
encountered, 

Special Equipment: Each ship carried in addition to the pilot's baggage and 
flying equipment, the following; 1 45 cal. service automatic with 80 rds. azmmni- 
tion; 1 Very pistol with 1 doz. flares; 1 can emergency rations; 2 smoke candles; 
1 canteen, wator; 1 PW kit, completo; 12 spark plugs; 1 cross-country envelope; 

1 macheté ; 1 magneto (extra); 1 flashlight; spare shock absorber cord, wire, 
cotter keys, etc. 

Performance: Gasoline consumption at 1850 r.p.m. 18 gals. per hour. Oil con- 
sumption approximately 1/5 pint yer hour. Indicated air speed (average) 115 
miles per hour. No trouble encountered with cooling systems except at hig 
altitude. 

Landing Ficlds and Service: 

1. DAVID, 2 de P. - Two miles southeast of city. 1000 x 1000 yds. Smooth 
and hard the year round. Gas and oil on the field. 

2. MANAGUA, Nic. - one mile south of city. 44 x 1000 yards. Well drained 
and in good condition. Operated by U.S. Marines. Hangars and excellent service. 

3. GUATEMALA CITY, Guetemale. Four miles south of city. Approximately 3/4 
mile square. Well drained, hard, altitude 5000 feet. Hangars, and office of 
Guatemalan Air Corps. Fuel obtained from Standard Oil Co. (West Indian) in city. 
Arrangements con be made by enable. 

4, MINATITLAN, Mexico. ‘Two miles northeast of town. Open field 400 x 1000 
yards directly in front of a row of brick quarters. Hard and slightly rolling. 
No hangar space. Fuel obtainable from Mexican Ecegle Petroleum Co., Minatitlan. 
The landing field is the property of this company. 

5. TAMPICO, Mexico. Two miles west of city. I-shaped field. pproximate- 
ly 400 x 400 yards. Hangar and fuel on field. 

Courtesies: 

a. At Managua, Nic., Major Ross E. Rowell, Marine Corps, conmanding Second 
Brigade Air Service, and his command, were extremely hospitable and placed 
mechanics at our disposal. These mechanics che ded and repaired our planes én a 
vory, efficions manner. 

b. At Guatermla the Guatemalan Air Corps officers were very courteous. Mr. 
Trammel of the American Embassy was of groat assistance in obtaining service and 
in sending cables. 

c. At Minatitlan, Moxico, the manager and employces of the Mexican Eagle 
Petroloum Company were very friendly and hospitable. They secured fuelJand aided 
in every way to service and guard the planes. 

Recommendations: — 

1. This route is recommended as a feasible and safe route for land planes 
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with a cruising range of 600 miles. However, it is not recommended that the air 
line route from Guatemala City to Minatitlan, Mexico, be followed on account of; 

(a) Extremely mountainous and desolate country. 

(b) Lack of accurate maps and scarcity of definite landmarks. 

2. This flight should be made via Salina Cruz, Mexico, and across the 
Isthmis of Tehuantepec, where there are definite landmarks, a line of communica. 
tion and comparatively low country. 


FLIGHT LOG: {Return trip Washington to Panama, via Havana, Cuba) 





Date Departuro Arrival Time (mimites) § Miles 
6/16/28 Bolling Field, D.C. Jacksonville, Fla. 
9355 a.m. 3315 p.m. 320 645 


Remarks: Weather clear, northeast winds. lLandod at Jacksonville in local 
thunderstorms. Compass course followed. 
6/17/28 Jacksonville, Fla. Havana, Cuba. 
10:50 a.m. 3:50 p.m. 300 580 
Remarks: Weather clear, winds light and variable. Emergency landings can 
be safely made on beach from Jacksonville to Miami. Municipal field at Miami, 
Pan-American Airways field at Key West. Out of sight of land thirteen mimtes 
from Key West to Havana. 
6/19/28 Havana, Cuba Havana, Cuba 
6:55 a.m. Returned 10:25 
Remarks: Weather clear, northeast wind. Motors were thoroughly checked 
6/18/28. Took off at 4:55 a.m. Failure of fuel pressure from auxiliary tanks ix 
both ships was. discovered almost immediately after take-off. Landed at 5:15 a.n. 
and increased tension on relief valve springs. Took off at 6:55 a.m. Pressure 
began to drop slowly and 200 miles from Havana the pressure could not be held 
with aid of hand pumps. YPeturned to Havana. An emergency field was located at 
10 miles south of Pinar dc Rio, Cuba. 
7/10/28 Havana, Cuba Pinar de Rio, Cuba 
5:20 a.n. 6:15 a.n. 55 90 
Remarks: This stop was made to give us added safety factor of almost 100 
miles to our cruising range on the flight to Tela. 
7/10/28 Pier de Rio, Cuba Tela, Honduras 
7:15 a.m. 12:30 a.m. 315 675 
Remarks: Woather cloar, 25 mile northoast winds shifting to east. Local 
rains encountered for 100 miles on coast of British Honduras. No fields of any 
kind observed. Coa.try passec over was swampy and flat. Very poor emergency 
field running north and south near beach at northern edgo of Belize, Honduras, 
150 x 50 yds. Poor approaches over buildings with houses on west side and the 
beach on east side. Prevailing cast winds (cross wind). Out of sight of land, 
Cuba to Cozrrmel Island, 4) minutes. 
7/10/28 ‘Tela, Honduras Managua, Nicaragua 
1:35 p.m 4:05 p.m. 150 285 


Remarks: Weather cloudy, ceiling 5000 feet. Clouds were below tops of high: 


ranges. By following a river valley mounteins were negotiated to Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. From there the country sloped gradually to Managua with clearing 
weather. Emergency fields scattered along valleys from Tela to Tegucigalpa. Two 
miles south of Tegucigalpa with United Fruit Co. radio towers on edge of field. 
A few open and cultivated fields observed from Tegucigalpa to Lake Managua but 
of doubtful wilue as emergency fields. 
7/11/28 Managua, Nic. ‘France Field, C.Z. : 

7330 a.m. ' 1305 pwn. 330 630 

Remarks: Weather clear. Winds variable. Head winds encountered from David 
to France Field. Flew over radio station at Punta Arenas, Nic. at 9:25 a.m., and 
David, R de P. at 11:15 to check in with radio and telegraph. Flight uneventful. 

Total flying time, 24 hrs. 30 min.; total distance 2905 miles; Average speed, 
118.6 miles per hour. 

Performance of Planes: 

Equipment: Standard without armament. An auxiliarytank, capacity 65 gals. 
was designed and built by Materiel Division, Wright Field, and installed on each 
plane, giving one hour and 45 mimtes more flying than with standard auxiliary 
tank, and a total capacity of 127 gallons. fuel tests in actual flight showed 
7? hours 20 minutes flying range at 1900 r.p.m., using altitude adjustment, indi- 
cated air speed 120-125 m.p.h. Bendix brakes were also installed on the planes. 
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The motors were not changed after the flight from the Canal Zone to Washincton 
but were thoroughly checked. Wow compasses were installed and corrected. 

Performance: Gasoline consurption 18 gals. per hour at 1850 r.p.m. Oil 
consumption axproximately 1/5 pint ver hour. Indicated air snecd 115-120 m.p.h. 
No trouble enccuntercd with cooling system. The oil terperature regulator was 
removed at Wright Ficld. The water temperature averaged 80° c. and oil termera- 
tures averaged 85¢0c. Fhe entire flicht after removal of oil temperature regulator. 

On the take-off at Eavana on June 19th, both vlanes developed trouble with 
fuel pressure, especially with auxiliary tans. After one and one-half hours! 
flying in an atterpt to kecp going with hand pumps, the pressure from the ouxil- 
lary tank was entirely lost and the pressure from the main tank began to become 
uncertain. This caused us to return to Havana. Suspecting air leaks, all lines 
and the three-way valves were removed and inspected with no results. Then the 
C-S pumps and 2-1 check valves were removed and showed slight signs of wear. 
After remedying this as much as possible with facilities at hand, no results were 
obtained. It was decided to replace them, as no other trouble could be found. 

We cabled for these parts June 20, 1928. They were shinned June 2lst and were 
received in Havana July lst. Upon installation, the results were the same as 
before. No pressure on either could be held over ten minutes. 

The three U.S. Air Corps officers, and two Master Sergeants stationed at 
Ravana, all Pan-Anuerican Airways Co. pilots and mechanics were, with ourselves, 
completely puzzled. On July Srd we cabled the Chief of Air Corps requesting an 
expert be sent from Wright Field to assist us. Mr. Dyckman of Wright Field ar- 
rived July 6th. After checking the work done on the fuel systems, he ran a crude 
laboratory test'on the aviation gasoline we had been using and found it had a 
very low boiling point. Testing two other brands of gasoline with higher boiling 
points, furnished by the Stendard Oil Co. of Cuba, better results were obtained, 
although not completely satisfactory. We then tried the regular commercial ESSO 
gasoline, with a boiling point.of about 1150F. This proved satisfactory and we 
took off at daybreak July 10th. lo more trouble was experienced with fuel 
pressure. No mechanical trouble was experienced on the entire flight. 

A tendency to ground loop was observed when a landing was made with a full 
auxiliary tank. ‘his could not be controlled with brakes. A 2" x 3/4" steel 
flange was welded on the tai skid shoe and no more trouble of this kind was 
expericnced. 

Landing, Fiolds and Service; 

1. Jacksonvilic, Fla.: Municipal Field about nine miles north of city 
along main highway. "L" shaped field, cinder runways about 400 yds. long. Excel- 
lent approaches. Hangar space and service on the field. 

2. Havana, Cuba; On Western edge of city one mile inland from Gulf. Ap- 
proximately 1000 yards by 500 yards, slightly rolling. It is used by Cuban Air 
Corps as training ficld and by Pan American JAirways, Inc. The field is being 
leveled by the Cuban Goverument, Cuban Air Corps hangars ond office buildings on 
eastern edge of field. Pan American Airways hangar on northwestern edge of field. 
Fairly good approaches. Northeastern corner of field very rough and dangerous. 

3. Tela, Honduras: Three miles west of city. A two-way field consisting 
of a runway 500 yds. long by 50 yds. wide running northeast and southwest. Cood 
approaches. Radio towers at right of northeastern end. The runway has been 
graded thru an old half-mile race track, On either side of the runway is high 
thick grass. One hangar owned by United Fruit Co. at southeast corner of the 
race track. Zxcellent service. Gas and oil on the field. MRadiograms can be 
sent to and from radio station owned by United Fruit Company. 

Courtesies; 

1. The Materiel Division at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, especially Major 
C.W. Howard, A.C., and staff, designed, built and installed on cach plane an aux- 
iliary tank, capacity 65 gallons, and 3éndix brakes. This work was completed in 
ten days, alloving the flight to-start before the rainy season became dangerous, 








~ thru Central America. These installations gave the planes a cruising range of 


800 miles and a neans of landing in small fields with safety. 

2. At Havana, Cuba, the then acting Chief of the Cuban Air Corps, Lt.-Col. 
Julio Sanguily, Cuban Arny, placed at our diszosal the facilities and men of the 
Cuban Air Corps. Tho attitude and service of the commissioned and enlisted men 
of the Cuban Air Corps was excellent. 

The Cuban Air Commission, in cornmand of Captain R. Beam, A.C., gave us every 
possible aid in service, sending cables, etc., and was largely responsible that 
our flight was resumed successfully. 
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3. The United Fruit Co., managers and employees,at Tela, Honduras , were ex~- 
ceedingly hospitable and rendered invaluabje service in servicing planes, sending 
radiograms, etc. The United Fruit Co. office at Cristobal, C.Z., had instructed 
every office in Central America and Cuba to keep them informed as to our where- 
abouts and to render any assistance possible. 

ne commendations; 

1. The route from Washington to the Canal Zone via Havana, Cuba; Tela, 
Honduras, and Managua, Nic., is recommended as a safe, feasib}e route for three- 
motored land planes or Amphibians with a cruising radius of 800 niles. 

2. The route from Washington, D.C. to the Canal Zone, via Havana, Cuba; is 
amore direct route than the land route followed via Minatitlan, Mexico, and 
Srowmsville, Texas. It is almost 1000 miles shorter, viz: 

France Field to Washington, via Moxico —- 3830 miles 

France Field to Washington,. via Havana - 2905 miles 

Dufference - ' 925 miles 

3. The Pan-American Airways, Ind., has planned to build fields at Merida, 
Mexico, and at Selize, Jr. Honduras, to be available Jamary 1, 1929. When these 
fields are completed, planes with 500 miles cruising radius can fly this route 
safcly. 
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A NIGHT FLIGHT TO NEW YORK 
Sy =olling Field Correspondent 


Captain Harold M. McClelland, Air Corps, with Staff Sgt. Nels E. Swanson 
as passenger, recently left Bolling Field for Mitchel Field for a night flight, 
the start being made at 0:30 p.m. Tho plane used was an 0-1 equipped with navi- 
gation lights and with parachute flares on the bomb racks. 

Sgt. Swnunson on his return declared that the flight was one of the most en- 
joyable he had ever made. His description of the trip is as follows: 

"We took off at €:35 p.m. and, after circling the field once, headed north- 
east for Mitchel. We easily picked up the Air Mail beacon light 20 miles away 
and right on our course. The beacons are very easily seen on a clear night, and 
at 3,000 feet we could see them flash 40 miles away. 

Washington looks very beautiful at night from the air, it being a very well 
lighted city. I expected Baltinore and Philadelphia to look as beautiful as 
Washington, but I was due fora disappointment in that respect. 

We followed the beaccn lights on our course with about 3,000 ft. altitude. 
The cities and towns looked very beautiful and I could see numerous auto lights 
blinking along the highways. I can't say much about the trip after leaving 
Philadelphia, as I think I dozed off to sleep. I had just been relieved from 
guard at 6:00 p.m., and having played ball that afternoon I was quite tired. I 
managed to come up for air over Coney Island, and it was a sight for sleepy eyes. 
It is remarkable, to say the least, how well lighted that place is. I could just 
imagine what an enjoyable time some folks were having down there and would have 
liked to have joined them. Very soon Mitchel Field loomed up ahead, and we land- 
ed at 10:30 p.m., with the aid of the landing lights on the field." 

, ---000-~- 


INSPECTION OF NATIONAL GUARD AIR CORPS ACTIVITIES 


Captain Charles T. Phillips as pilot, with Staff Sgt. Ernest N. King as 
mechanic, left Solling Field on August lst to inspect National Guard Air Corps 
activities. The schedule for the trip is as follows: 

Solling Field to Camp Perry, Ohio; to Camp Grant, I11.; to Camp Knox, ¥y.; 
to Camp Grayling, Mich.; to Mobile, Ala.; to Little Rock, Ark.; to Lanbert Field, 
Mo.; to Martinsburg, West Va. and back to Solling Field. 

The personnel, planes, equipment and charts of the National Guard organiza- 
tions at these posts will be inspected, and training instructions will be given 
as well as advice on the handling of financial matters pertaining to their 
efficicnt operations. 

Captain Phillips has already inspected the posts at Pine Camp, N.Y., and 
Columbia, S.C. 

The plane used for these flights is a Douglas 02-H which Capt. Phillips fer- 
ried from the factory at Santa Monica especially for the purpose. The trip is e* 
pected to last about 23 days, thus allowing two full days at each field. 
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WAR LEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR cOnPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Stations 

Following officers relieved fron 
duty with 3rd Attack Groun, Fort 
Crockett, Tex., and assigned as in- 
structors - lst Lt. Wm. 2. Sweeley, 
end Lts. Alex. 3. Cabana and lari: D.S. 
Steensen to March Field; 2nd Lieuts. 
Howard MN. Turner and Manning E.Tillery 
to Drooks Yield. 

end Lt. John K. lissley, Langley 
Field to Rockwell Field, Calif. 

end Lt. George I2. Steel, Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, lid. to Langley Field. 

Capt. Paul J. Mathis, Langley Field, 
to Office Chief of Air Corns. 

Cant. George P. Johnson, Chanute 
Field, to Mawaiian Dept., sailing 
about October Sth. 

ist Lv. Marry 4. Halverson, San 
Antonio Air Depot, to March Field. 

Capt. George li. Falmer, Instructor 
Minnesota Natl. Guard, Minnea>olis, 
to Langley Field, Va. 

lst Lt. Joseph A. Wilson, Mitchel 
Field, to Soston Airport, Mass. 

Major Carlyle 0. Wash from duty at 
France Fielc to duty in Hawaiian Dept. 
effective March 30, 1929. 

lst Lt. Kellogs Sloan, DSolling Field, 
to duty as Instructor, lew Jersey 
National Guard, Newark, NJ. 

lst Lt. Cecil &. Archer, Wright 
Field, to Office Chief of Air Corns. 

Cant. Harrison V. Flickinger fron 
duty as Air Corps representative at 
Atlantic Aircraft Factory, Hasbrouck 
Hts., N.J. to duty as Air Corps repre- 
sentative in charge inspection and 
procurement activities, Ouffalo, N.Y., 
and vicinity. 

ead Lt. Oscar P. Erbert, Walter need 
Gen. Hospital, to Langley Field, Va. 

Assignment 2nd Lt. Wn. L. Saott as 
student Invineering School, Wright 
Field, Dayton, 0., revoked. 

Fromotions: 

Captain Robert C. Candee to Major, 
rank from August 26, 1926, 

Capt. Gerald E. Srower to Major, 
rank from August 17, 1928. 

lst Lt. Lotha A. Smith to Captain, 
rank from august 16, 192. 

lst Lt. Lewis 2.F. Reese to Captain, 
rank from August 10, 1928. : 

lst Lt. 3Syron T. Surt to Captain, 
rank from August 11, 1920. 

lst L*. Earle G. Harper to Captain, 
rank from August 11, 1928. 

lst Lt. John P. Terple to Captain, 
rani from August 7, 192C,. 

end Lt. Hoyt S. Vandenberg to lst 
Lt., rank from August 19, 1920. 

end Lt. James il. Fitzmaurice to lst 
Lt., rank from August 11, 192°. 
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Resignation: 

Major Thomas G. Lanphier, August 25th. 
nelieved from detail to Air Corns: 

lst Lt. Charles H. Crim to 62nd Coast 








‘Artillery, Fort Totten, IT.Y. 


Captain Iugh D. Adair, Inf., to end 
Div., Fort D.A. Russell, Wyoming. 

end Lts. Clint L. Taylor and Lindsey 
R. Wingfielc to duty in Hawaiian Dept. 
with the Field Artillery. 

end Lts. Joseph 2. Daugherty and 
Douglas 3. Smith, Inf., to duty as stu- 
dents at Infantry School, Fort Jenning. 

end Lt. Raleigh 0. Hendrix to 13th 
Coast Art., Fort Crockett, Texas. 

lst Lt. Blden 9.Faust, QC, to Fort 
Sill, Okla., for duty as Assistant to 
the Quartermaster. 

lst Lt. Ererald F. Sloan te Infantry, 


Reserve Officers to active duty to 
June 30, 1929; 

end Lt. Draper Frew Henry, Annapolis, 
Mt., to Mitchel Field, W.Y. 

end Lt. Charles Kingsbury, Redlands, 
Calif., to Rockwell Field, Calif. 

2ni Lt. Charles E. Earnest, West Palm 
Foucn, Fla., to Maxwell Field, Ala. 
totailed to Air Corps and to 3rooks 
Field, Nov. 1, for trainin-=: 

end Lieut. Albert S. Jaron, C.A.C. 
Transferred to Air Corps: 

Major tim. 0. Ryan, August 15, 1928, 
with rank from Sept. 135, 1923, 
Changes of Station (Contimed) 

lst Lt. George P. Tourtellot relieved 
from present assigmnent at Wright Field 
and assigned as student ,Ensineering 
School. 

Captain John J. Devery, Jr., Chamte 
Field, to Solling Field, D.C. 

lst Lieut. Donald P. Muse, Jolling 
Field, to Maxwell Field, Ala. 

---000--—- 
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PLANE LOCATES MiiT MAROONZD IN cAY 


Warrant Officer Leland sradshaw of 

angley Field with Set. carker, Air Corp 
Tactical School Det., and Sgt. Mishmas 
of the 96th Tomb. Sqdn., were recently 
marooned at the York Spit Light. Tough 
seas and high winds forced Warrant Offi- 
cor Dradshaw to steer his boat into the 
York Spit Light, where they were tied up 
anc stayed until the storm subsided. 
When the men failed to return to the boa 
house at Latgley Field, Licut. Clayton 
Bissell flew over that section of the 
Chesapeake tay and located OSradcshaw and 
his party, who waved all was well to hir 
from the light house. A mmber of air- 
planes from Langley Field were forced 
down in this vicinity the same week end. 
v-5224,A.C. 








NOTES FROM 4IR CORPS FIELDS . 


March Field,Riverside Calif: Aug. 15th. 





The opening of airports in Calif. 
is becoming a popular pastime with the 
pilots at this station. A formation 
recently flew to Pomona to assist in 
the dedication of the 7.K. Kelloge. Air- 
port, the largest privately owned air- 
port in the United States. Visalia, 
Calif., also called on the services of 
this field to participate in the dedi- 
cation of their airport. 

Second Lieut. Walter L. Wheeler, 
recently assigned to this station upon 
his return from foreign service, was 
appointed Assistant Adjutant. ist Lt. 
Earle H. Tonkin is substituting for lst 
Lt. Homer B. Chandler as Air Corps 
Supply Officer during the latter's ab- 
sence on leave. 

Headquarters Detachment, lst Lt. 
John B. Patrick, cormanding, celebrated 
Organization Day with a trip to San 
Clemente, Calif. YFollowirg a day de- 
voted to sports, the organization went 
to Balboa Beach where thcy were the 
guests of the management at a dance 
given in their honor. 

A total of 17:. Flying Cadets are 
at present under instruction at this 
station. The Faculty Board eliminated 
eight members of the July Class at 
recent meetings. 

Flying Geadet Noville I. YWricht, a 
member of the July ist Class, ws in- 
stantly killed in an air accident on 
August 6th. Cadet Wright landed di- 
rectly on the wings of a plane waiting 
to take off. His ship was catapulted 
forward by the impact with the propel- 
ler and landed upsice dowa, Cadet 


Wright being pinned beneath the wreckaga. 


Lieut. C.J. Kenny and Cadet Elmer Miller 
were occupants of the plane waiting to 
take off, but miraculously escaped 
injury. 

lst Lieut. Earl G. Harper and 2d 
Lts. George E. Henry and Paul L. 
Woodruff left recently for San Antonio, 
Texas, to ferry three DH's back to this 
station. The return trip, scheduled 
to be made via Colorado Springs, Colo., 
was to enable the trio of pilots to 
participate in the ceremonies incident 
to the opening of a new airport at 
that city. 

Thirty-one applicants for appoint- 
ments as Flying Cadets were present on 
August 14th to take the educational 
entrance examination. 

The Flying Cadets walked away 
with the second quarterly field meet 
held at this station. Amassing a total 
of 773 points, the Kaydets won the 
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field championship for the second time i) 
succession. The organization charmion- 
ship was won by the 54th Squadron with a 
total of 35 points, followed in order by 
the. 53rd, 70th, 47th and Headquarters 
Squadrons. Corporal Joel P. James, 47th 
Squadron, won the individual high point 
prize for organization men. 

lst Lieut. James D. Givens was ap- 
pointed Director of Ground Instruction, 
replacing lst Lt. James L. Grisham, who 
recently left for foreign service. Lt, 
Givens will also act as School Secretar; 
during the temporary absence of lst Lt. 
B.T. Burt, who is on leave of absence, 

Sixty-one planes left this station 
August 15th for Rockwell Field to parti- 
cipate in the dedication of Lindbergh 
Field, San Diego. The flight was made 
up of ten PI-3 formations and 10 DR-4 
formations, with the Douglas Transport. 
Following the dedication in San Diego it 
was contemplated that a number of the 
ships would visit the Pacific Sotthwest 
Esposition at Zong Beach, Calif. 

Congressmar Maas, 4th Congressional 
District, Minnesota, was a visitor at 
this station August 14th. The Congress- 
man addressed she commissioned personne 
at a meeting of the officers. A tour of 
inspection of the various Air Corps sta- 
tions is being made by airplane by Mr. 
Maas, and he evinced much interest in th 
functioning of the school. Congressman 
Maas is a rated airplane pilot and avail- 
ed himsei? of the opnortunity of getting 
in over five hours' solo time while at 
this station. 


Rockwell Field, Calif., August 22nd. 





Funds have been allotted for repair 
ing of corrugated iron roofs on hangars 
and shops at Rockwell Air Depot. MTxenty 
buildings are to be re-roofed with tar 
and muslin, and twn were completed on 
July 3lst. 

Mr. Charles Dollfus, of the French 
Technical Service for Aeronautics, visit- 
ed Rockwell Field July 27th. Mr.Dollfus 
has been interested in balloons for over 
seventeen years. 

Captain Hugh M. Elmendorf, Command- 
ing Officer of the 95th Pursuit Squadron 
stationed at Rockwell Field, was present: 
ed with a distinguished aerial gunner's 
badge by the Adjutant General. Captain 
Elmendorf won the distinguished aerial 
gunner's designation-in the annual 
matches in aerial gunnery and bombing in 
1927. 

Colonel Louis M. Nuttman, Inf., 
recruiting officer of the 9th Corps Area 
accompanied by Col. Hunter B. Nelson, 
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District, visited Rockwell Field July 


July 2nd and headed for Fort Riley, 


by Capt. DeFord and Lieut. Mills from 


and Lieut. and Mrs. McGregor. 





recruiting officer of the Los Angeles 


25th to consult with the Commanding Of- 
ficer and local recruiting officer on 
recruiting activities of the post. 

Major A.L. Sneed, Commanding Offi- 
cer Of Rockwell Field, departed July 
24th in an 02-H for the purpose of fer- 
rying same to Edgewood Arsenal, Md. He 
returned to Rockwell August 8th, after 
spending several days in Washington and 
Dayton in conference on personnel and 
materiel matters affecting Rockwell 
Field. 

The officers of Rockwell Field 
were guests of the San Diego Chamber 
of Commerce at an * kha hens Ball" held 
at the Hotel del Coronado on the even- 
ing of August 16th. Officers from 
practically every Air Corps field on 
the coast attended and made = affair 
a brilliant success. 





Middletown Air Depot, Pa., Ausust 2. 


General Foulois paid the Depot a 
short visit on July 2lst. 

The famous round the world racers, 
Capt. Collyer and kenry liears, stonped 
off for a breathing spell on Sunday, 
July 22nd, and after sending some 
wires, took off in ees soupy 
weather for Miller Field, l.Y. 

Lieut. O'Neal took off in an 02 


Kansas, said ship to be used to carry 
the President's mail while he is on 
vacation. Lieut. C'Noal landed with 
no trouble at his destination July 4th. 
The opening of the airvort at 
Shamokin, Pa., July llth was attended 


this post. On the 2lst Lancaster had 
its dedication, and Lieuts. Mills and 
O'Neal journeyed thence. A tough time 
was had by all. 

On the evening of the 24th Col. 
and Mrs. Fravel were hosts to a dinner 
party of sixteen served at the Inn at 
Mt. Gretna, Pa. The occasion was the 
celebration of the date of the 
Colonel's entry into the military ser- 
vice 30 years ago. Besides Col. and 
Mrs. Fravel, there were seated Gen. 
Price, Commander of the Pennsylvania 
National Guard; Dr. and Mrs. George, © 
Dr. and Mrs. Deatrick, Miss Keefer, 
Capt. and Mrs. Fleming, Capt. and Mrs. 
DeFord, Lieut. and Mrs. Estabrook, 


Capt. and Mrs. Earl H. DeFord left 
this station for a short leave of ab- 
sence on Aug. Srd, and the Capt. will 
report at langley Field for the school 
later in the month. Their departure « * 
was the cause of innumerable parties, 
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and the entire. post will keenly feel the 
loss of this popular couple. 

During July 8 airplanes were de- 
livered to their proper stations by air 
and 11 were received for overhaul. In- 
cluded in the engines shipped was one 
entire carload to Fairfield for repair. 
Material for two complete tile type 
hangars, consisting of 18 carloads, was 
received and stored by the Depot Supply. 
Engineering has major overhauled 22 
Liberty and 3 Curtiss motors during the 
month, also 7 planes. 


Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. Auc.4 





This post has just finished giving 
its third successful two weeks! summer 
training course for Reserve officers. 
There were 33 officers who availed them- 
selves of this training, and all of them 
passed their physical examinations. 
Quite a few of them soloed, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that some of these officers 
had not been in ships since the ‘orld 
War. 

Tyo new O2-H's were ferried to this 
field this month from Santa Monica, Calif. 
by Lieuts. Whatley and Miller. They 
seom to have everything on them in the 
way of equipment, including the kitchen 
stove. We are mighty proud of them. 

Several tow-target missions were 
flown this month at Fort Barrancas, 
Pensacola, Fla., for gunnery practice 
with the Mavy. 

The 22nd Observation Squadron at 
this vost is celebrating its llth anni- 
versary this month. 

Lieut. Isaac W. Ott, Air Res., re- 
ported for a year's active duty. 

Lieut. Frank Byerly, Air Res., was 
ordered to Maxwell Field for a year's 
active duty. 


Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, Aug.2l. 


Civilization is fast encroaching on 
our erstwhile rural community here at 
Mitchel Field. First it was a whale of 
en illuminating gas tank a quarter of a 
mile northwest of the field; not it is 
a high tension line running along the 
north boundary of the station. However, 
this high tension line is of some use; 
the other day the line of towers cuided 
into the airdrome two PT's full of 
Reserves who were caught out around 
Farmingdale by a lowering fog. 

The 5th Squadron, line the First, 
is looking forward to its anmal field 
maneuvers in October at Camp Dix. Plans 
are under way to camp out on the air- 
drome, away from the camp ground proper, 
with their own "Chow gun" and officers! 
mess. 
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Lieut. "Benny" Mendez, R., Lieut. 
of Colombian Army Air Service, is with 
us again. He is fast losing his com 
mand of Spanish as he acquires skill 
with our 0-1 planes. He has been away 
from home so long that he won't recog- 
nize the old home town when he :gets 
back. He asks many questions on things 
aeronautical, the principal one being 
“Any ships to fly this morning?" 

The First Squadron completed the 
training of Reserve officers from the 
First Corps Area, as has the Fifth 
Squadron those from the 2nd Corps 
Area. Of the seventy or more Reserves 
trained here this summer, eight have 
soloed in service type planes - 0-1's 
in this case; five of the eight being 
placed in Class I as being qualified 
to assume their place in a tactical 
squadron without a further refresher 
course. 

The First is getting ready for the 
annual field maneuvers, and under the 
guidance of Lieut. N. Laughinghouse 
they hope to show Gencral Preston 
Brown of the First Corps Area that the 
Squadron is the equal in quality to 
its name. 

The Fifth Squadron (the lst Divi- 
sion Air Service) had its roster of 
pilots badly depleted by the transfer 
of Lieut. Laver to the 6lst Service 
Squadron and the detachment of Lieuts. 
Hunter, Peaslee and Mower to Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds. The last three will 
be flying tow targets for the now anti- 
aircraft gun tests there for some 
weeks to come. 


Rockwell Air Depot, Calif. August 34d. 





The Depot Supply Depertmeat has 
moved into its new quarters, which was 
formerly known as Warehouse "A", ‘This 
building is the first concrete hangar 
as one arrives at Rockwell Field. The 
interior of the building has been re- 
decorated and it makes a splendid of- 
fice. This move greatly increases the 
efficiency of the Depot Supply. Much 
paper work has been eliminated and , 
telephone calls reduced by at least 
50%. Under the new arrangement all 
desks of both the office force and 
those of the warehouse force are in 
one large room. 

The 95th Pursuit Squadron has 11 
PW-9 airplanes of the latest type and 
are making good use of them. The"thres 
musketeers" - Lts. W.L. Cornelius, J.J. 
Williams and Irvin A. Woodring, take a 
little exercise in the clouds each 
morning in three of these new planes, 

Lieut. Charles W. O'Connor arriv- 
ed with an 0O-2A plane from the 
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Fairfield Air Depot for delivery to the 
llth Bombardment Squadron. Lieut.-—Col, 
Harry Graham, who also came to the coast 
in this airplane, left it at Los Angeles. 
the plane having come from the ast via 
Phoenix, March Field and Los Angeles to 
Rockwell Field. The personnel is look- 
ing forward to a visit by the Colonel, 
who was one of Rockwell Field's former 
popular commanding officers. 

Recent deliveries on Douglas 02- 
planes were taken at the Douglas plant 
by Lieut. Forrest L. Neville, who pilot- 
ed one to Bodd Field, Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, and Lieut. Milton M. Murphy, who. 
ferried one to Pope Field, Fort Bragg, 
N.C., on July 3lst. Both planes were 
inspected and serviced at the Depot. 

Major H.B. Clagett, Air Officer, 9th 
Corps Area, arrived on official business 
at Rockwell Field July 30th and remained 
until Aug. 3rd, when he returned to 
Corps Headquarters. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Tex. Ang. 9th, 








Representative Melvin J. Maas, of 
St. Paul, Minn., arrived here August ed 
in an 0-2 piloted by Lieut. Hart of 
Chamate Field. He remained here about a 
week, making an inspection of Air Corps 
activities in this locality, and was 
then flown to March Field for the purpos 
of inspecting that station. 

Lieut. D.D. FitzGerald, who was re- 
cently transferred here from Chanute 
Field, was deta*tled as instructor in the 
Cormuniceation Scction of the Ground 
Sc.icol, relievirg lst Lieut. M.Schneider. 

Seven parachute jumps were made 
simltancously by enlisted men on duty 
at this station from a formation flying 
ina "Iufterry Circle" at 2,000 feet. 
The jumps were witnessed by Representa- 

tive Melvin J. Maas, of St. Paul, Minn. 
The personnel making the jumps were Sgt. 
R. Funk, Corporals W.H. Stark and C.F. 
Mitchell, Privates R.G. Field, H.V.Hardy, 
S. Tolle and M, Roberts. Lieut. L.P. 
Hudson led the formation and directed 
the jumps, giving the signal by firing a 
Very pistol. This is the first time 
jumps were made at this station froma 
formation flying in a "Iufberry Circle." 

llth School Group Hors: Staff Set. 
Dale Leonard received orders for duty is 
Panama. This is his first shot at 
foreign service. 

Private James E. Meyers, now on fur 
lough, writes in from Middletown, Ohio, 
stating that laboring in the Iron Mines 
ig not so hot and that he may be expect- 
ed back at Brooks shortly. 

Jumping Jimmie Zieler remains on 
duty as acting lst Sergeant during the 
absence of Sgt. Williford. 
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20tn Photo Section; Lieut. T.E. 
Lowe took three months! leave. Dring 


his absence Lieut. B.C. Lynch is our 
Commanding Officer. 

Sgt. Chestmt received orders to 
sail for the Philinnires in September. 
All personnel of the Section hate to 
sce Chestnut leave. However, our loss 
is the 6th's gain. Sgt. Patterson re- 
places nin. 

Two new men were recently assign- 
ed the Section this week - srner from 
Denver and Whitley from Tulsa, which 
brings. the Section un to full strenzih. 
Our Acting lst Sergeant, Sunoly 
Sergeant anc other jobs too numerous 
to mention, Sgt. Dill, is leaving ona 
three months! furlough to visit points 
in the cast, mainly Towanda, Pa., 
wnerever that is. The covered Ford 
will be his prairie schooner. 

Pvts. Sari, Gricves and Whyte, G., 
returned from furlough and all report 
having a wonderful time. <A certain 
little bug afflicted Whyte while on 
furlough. Who is she, Whytc? Fvt. 
"Limey" UNarrison is still on furlough 
but is expected back within a few days. 

46th School Scuadron: Pvt. Hllis 
P. Streator cied at the Fort Sam 
Houston Station Hospital July 16th. 
The cause of death was an ulcerated ¢* 
stomach. The remains were sent to 
Wewoka, Okla., accormanied by his wife. 
The Squadron extends its heartfelt 
sympathy. 

lst Sgt. Silliss reports thore will 
be no radical departures from the old 
policy, "Best kent srounds on the 
field." MWe further states the new re- 
allotment of ratings, Air Mechanics, 
end Class, lost the organization one 
Corporal but save us one Private, lst 
Class. Former Staff Sgt. Robert M. 
DeWald, of this organization, recently 
discharged by purchase, is now flying 
Air Mail out of St. Louis. 

62nd School Squadron: list Set. 3. 
Booth maintains we hold three first 
places on the Field, viz: neatness Mess 
Hall, best equipped Day Room and the 
most attractive barracks. Sgt. Bcoth 
invites any doubter to report to hin 
at the orderly room and he will con- 
vince him as to the accuracy of this 
statement. 

Dusty Rhodes sailed from Frisco 
on July 13th for duty in Hawaii. Be- 
ware of the Hula girls, Dusty! 

The organization is now on the 
range, and from current revorts Cone~ 
gress will be reqired to a»vnropriate 
additional funds for pay of Exoerts 
and Sharpshooters. 
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Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Auz.24. 
In one of the former contributions 

to the Tews Lotter it was nredicted that 
a course in advanced navigation might be 
conductec at this station for the perma- 
nent personnel. This »nrediction is 
avout to become a reality, as the neces- 
sary equipment to conduct this course 
has been requisitioned. Should it ve 
20ssible to procure these items, the 
class will be conducted by lst Lieut. 





! H.E. Holland. 


Major S.¥. FitzGerald, Commanding 
Officer of Brooks Field, devarted for 
Washington by rail to ferry a Curtiss 
0-11 to Kelly Ficld. 

lst Lieut. Walter G. Bryte devarted 
August 6th on 50 days! leave. It has 
been rumored that while on leave Lieut. 
Bryte forsook the ranks of the bachelors 
and joined up with the downtrodden 
benedicts. 

lst Lt. 5.M. Connel, C.0. of the 
465th School Squadron, took seven days! 
leave to visit Leakey, Texas. 

lst Lt. 0.8%. Cook returned from 30 
days' leave and resumed his duties as 
Instructor in the Dept. of Ground Instr. 

lst Lt. 3.C. Langmead left Aug. 18 
on thirty deys! leave. 

Captain Frank W. Arnold, QMC, is 
on one month's annual leave. 

lst Lt. F.T. Yount, QMC, assumed tx 
datics of Post Qartermaster during 
Captain Arnold's absence. 

A picnic and dance was given at 
Lar.da's Fark, New Braunfels, by the O6ffi- 
cers' Club on Aus. 17th. The program 
consisted of swimming and diving events, 
commencing at 5:00 p.m. and lasting unti: 
6:30 p.m. Sunver was served at 7:00 p.m. 
followed by dancing in the open air 
pavilion an hour later. 

5lst School Sqiadron: On August 
18th the entire personnel of the organi- 
zation was excused from all duties in 
order to permit their participating in 
the picnic and bardeqme given at the Fai: 
Oak picnic grounds in celebration of 
Organization Day. About 450 lbs. of mea’ 
was barLecued between 1:00 a.m. on the 
morning of the 18th and 12:00 noon, when 
dinner was served. In addition, salads, 
relishes, cake, coffee, ice cream and 
punch were served to the organization 
and the guests. Athletic events commenc-. 
ed at 11:00 a.m., and extended through 
until 7:00 p.m. These events consisted 
of - 

100 yard dash (for men) 

Shoe Race (free for all) 

Tug tf War (married vs single men) 
Potato Race (for ladies) 

Ege Race (for ladies) 
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Wail driving vio (for ladies) 

Cracker eating contest (free for ail) 

Borse-shoe nite erie poten (ladies) 

Relay Race (married mon and their 
wives ) 

Sack Race (for children) 

Three legzed race (Yor men) 

Wheel-varrow race (for men) 

50-yard dash (for children 

Relay Race (fer men) 

Ugly men's cortest 

Indoor Saseball Game (marricd men vs. 
single men) 


under 12) 


Upon the completion of the athlete 


ic events supper was served and then 
the enna commenced, continuins until 
10:50 p.m. With the swimming facili- 
tics available andi the arrangement of 
the prosram, there was not an idle mo- 
ment throughout the day. The squad- 
ron's resret is that there is but one 
organization day a year. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal .?.I. July 2nd. 
eadovarters, 4th Conmosite 

Lieut. Lindeburg is back on duty after 

a siege od dengue fever. 

Capt. C.A. Pursley, who arrived 
on the U.S A.T. GRANT, was assigned to 
this detachment. 

The Camp Nichols Tennis Team's 
good record was broken this month by 
the Corregidor team in matches played 
at Camp Nichols. 

Set. Arant, Cpl. Ligon, Pvts. 
Risdon and James left for the States on 
the July Transport. The old gang is 
surely going fast. 

The detachment gained tvo good 
men this month - Pvt. Cross, transfer- 
red from 66th Service Squadron, and 
Pvt. Lamoroux from 28th Domb. Soadn. 

66th Service Smiadron: It. Wells 
was on cross-country trip to Aparri 
doing photographic work with the 6th 
Photo Section. He renorts a very in- 
teresting trip. 

Organization Day was celebrated ..: 
June 2nd at Montalban. A good "swimnin 
hole" was found thero, which was taken 
advantage of. Picnic lunch was served 
af 1:00, and a large time was had by 
all. 

Our Acting First Sergeant Josenh 
H. Lenevides, who has been acting "Top 
Kick" for the past fifteen months, was 
appointed First Sgt. on May 28th end 
received congratulations of the entire 
organization, 

Staff Sgt. Leonard L. Dontley,who 
has been in charge of the flying ficld 
construction for the past six moaths, 
has been ordered to Selfridge Field, 
Michigan, and will leave on the trans- 
port scheduled to sail about July 7th. 
It is with regret that we see him 
leave. Sgt. Bently has worked early 








Aro! 
Pop 
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and head with his detail of ten enlarge. 


e flying ficld. 

ay Charles H. Wason, our Supply 
Sergeant, was discharged on June 15th 
and reenlisted the next day. He left oy 
a nass for narts unknown. WTith about 
six years to do until he has thirty year 
service, Sst. Vason is watching with me 
interest the outcome of the 25-year bil) 

Tech. Sct. Wm. R. Church, who has 
been in charge of the Post Ordnance and 
Armament, will leave on the July trans- 
port for his new station at Fort 
Geotkett, Texas. 

Staff Set. Norman C. Jullivant, wr 
has been on special duty with the 6th 
Photo Section, this station, for the 
past six months, is leaving on the July 
ape for the 2lst Photo Section, 

Scott Field. Set. Dullivant will be 
going back to his old outfit, as he lef: 
there two years aso for forcisn service 

Steff Sgt. Jack Goulla, who has 
been in charge of construction on the 
E. and R. Suilding, was discharged June 
23rd and re-enlisted the following day. 
Ee received his orders to return to the 
States on the July transport, going to 
Mitchel Field, L.1., via the Panama 
Canal. On arrival in New York he will 
take a sixty-day furlough before report- 
ins for duty. 

Staff Set. 
charged yer b.T.S. June 
listed the next day. 

Staff Sct. John J. Dooney trans- 
ferred to the 2nd Cbscrvation S~uadron, 
Mindley Field. Staff Sst. Jasper 
Lindsey, transferring from the "rock", 
is now on special duty in post headquar- 

ters as Assistant Post Sergeant Major. 
The Squadron organized a basiethal! 
team, and from all reports some good na- 
terial is turning out for practice. Set. 
Lyman L. Littlejohn is manager of the 
team. ‘he other organizations on the 
fjela had better watch their step. 

+. g€th Zonbardment Squedron: The fo 
loins promotions were made during this 
month: Set. Deckham to Starf Sgt.; 
Corporals Null and Tiherd to Sgts.; Pvt. 
King to Corocral. who left 

The Squadron lost 17 men | on the 
Transport sailing in July. 

Staff Sgt. Macdermott, who leaves 
on the July Transport, is spending 30 
days at Jaguio on DS. prior to depart- 
ure. Looks as though he will be able t 
stand the trip and eat three squares a 
day’. 


ing t 


Norris Drocit was dis- 
eclst and reen- 





Master Sgt. Nelly, who leaves this 


| squadron on the October Transport, was 


granted a three months! furlough with 
permission to travel in China and Japan 
returning to the U.S. via commercial 
liner. The Squadron loses a very valu- 
able man in the person of Master Set. 
A.C. 
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Kelly and we all wish him the best of ° 
luck at MNareh Field. 


Clark Ficld, Carry Stotscnburg, P.I. 
With the Trausvort GRANT arriving 
June SOth and sailing July 7th, there 
was a large turn-over at Clark Field 
both among officers and enlisted men. 
Officers who left when the GRAIT sailed 
were Lieut. EHeffley to Mitchel Field; 
Lieut. Jobzien to Crissy Ficld; Licut. 
Crawford to Selfridge Field, and Major 
Walton, our Commanding Officer, to 
March Field. Replacements were as 
follows: Major Cousins, from 0.C.A.C., 
who will take command; Licut. Oakley 
G. Kelly from the Organized Reserves; 
Licut. sump from Fort Crockett, Texas; 
and Lieut. Irvine from Selfridge Field. 
Twenty-five enlisted men left on the 
7th. 





Saguio was very popular 4 among .** i 
members of this command the past month. 
Lieut. and Mrs. Crawford, Lieut. and 
Mrs. lleffley, Mrs. Sobzien and Urs. 
Wolf visited the mountain resort. 

Our flying field is undergoing a 
thorough working over. Tue to the 
sandy nature of the soil, coupled with 
a long dry season, it was in pretty bad 
shape. Thanks to the labor of Lieut. 
McCormick's army of Filipinos, however, 
we hope it will soon be in better 
shape. 

The anti-aircraft season will soon 
be with us again. In fact, the way for 
the grand work-out has already been 
paved with about ten hours! towing for 
machine gun firing by the 24th Field 
Artillery (PS). Let us hope the whole 
thing goes off as smoothly as it did 
last year. 


Kindley Ficld, Fort Mills, P.I. 

The rainy season arrived and with 
it comes wecping and wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth. Instead of the hun of 
Liberty motors there falls upon the ear 
the gentle slap-slap of paint brushes 
upon wood and the clatter of saw and 
harmer. Headquarters building has 
been painted gray with green trirrings; 
the other buildings are well under way 
and it won't be long until we have the 
show place of the Philippines. 

During a lull in the storm, Lts. 
Patrick and Watkins with Lt. McLellan 
of Camp Nichols, accompanied by Tech. 





‘Sgt. Lee, Master Sgts. Cooper and + 


Wilson, took off in three arphibians 
for San Jose, Mindoro, and points «**’. 
south. Their itinerary included 
Iloilo, Zamboanga, Jolo, Cotabato, Camp 
Keithley and Camp Overton. The trip 
was for the purpose of aiding Major 
Kilner and Major Pirie in the inspec- 


a : 


tion of military reservations under or- 
ders of Headquarters Philippine Depart- 
ment. «All ships returned June 28th. We 
won't detail the heart-breaking (and 
pleasant) exoeriences, for we expect 
that has been done by the 4th Composite 
Groun. 

Well deserved promotions were award- 
ed during the month when Sgt. Grover C. 
Moss became a Staff Sergeant, and a 
Sergeant's warrant was delivered to 
Corporal Arneson. 

The following new officers joined 
us on June 30th: Lieuts.Lionel. I. Dunlap, 
Howard G. Davidson and Lester M. Rough. 
Lt. Dunlap takes over Operations and 
Communications; Lt. Davidson, Station 
Supply and Lt. Rouch, Organization Sup- 
ply and Agent Quartermaster. 

On June 19th a "Short Timers Party" 
was held in honor of those going back to 
fwhe States. Corporal Ward, acting Mess 
Sergeant, did himself proud. Master Set. 
Wilson was the hit of the evening as he 
detailed the history of the Southern 
Island Flight. Among those going back 
are Serseant-Major moss Peck, whose 
genial disposition wins him friends 
vherever he goes and whose ability as a 
cartoonist, ranconteur and all around 
artist has furnished entertainment 
galore. Private.Miles' melodious voice 
will no longer be heard crying "Ice, Ice’ 
in the wee small hours. Sergeant 
Robinovitz, our Irish Mess Sergeant, wil 
no longer toss the festive ham and eggs 
at Corregidor, nor will Staff Sgt. Gray 
tell the boys what makes the motor run. 
Staff Sgt. Jolly's loss will be felt on 
the line. 

This is Sasketball season and the 
team is shaping up. We have challenged 
the 66th Service Squadron of Camp Nichol: 
to a show down. Lt. Davidson is the new 
Athletic Officer. That ought to help, 
too. 


Sean Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Tex. 
August lst. 
Friday, July 20th, was marked in 

San Antonio by great honors paid to the 
memory of the late Captain Emilio 
Carranza, Mexico's flying ace and Good 
Will Messenger to the United States, 
when the special train bearing his body, 
en route to Mexico City, stopped in San 
Antonio for over three hours. The mili- 
tary funeral cortege passed from the 
train through the streets of the city to 
the Municipal Auditorium, where impres- 
sive ceremonies were held, and returned 
to. the train. The ceremonies were in 
charge of the Commanding General of the 
8th Corps Area, and were participated in 
by State, Municipal and Military authori- 











ties, representatives of the Mexican 
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Government, and numerous patriotic and 
other organizations and activities of 
San Antonio; and were witnessed by 
thousands. The Conmanding Officer of 
this Depot, Lt.-Col. Mars, was one of 
the honorary pallbearers and partici- 
pated in the placing of weeaths on the 
casket, Other menbers of this command 
attended the ceremonies. 

Approximately 18 officers of the 
Quartermaster Corps Reserve, on active 


_ duty at Headquarters Eighth Corps Area, 


paid a visit to this Depot July 24th, 
in charge of Major H.C. Glover, QMC Res. 
They evinced much interest in the work- 
ings of the different departments of 
the depot. 

On July 25th a party of about nine 
student officers of the School of 
Aviation Medicine, Srooks Field, were 
conducted, in charge of Capt. Robert 
K. Simpson, M.C., on a tour of inspec- 
tion through the shops and warehouses 
of the San Antonio Air Depot. 

Among our number from July 18th to 
Slst was Major Philip P. Cook, Air 
Corps Reserve, of Paris, Texas, on 
active duty training at this Depot, 
this being his second tour here. 

Capt. Wm. F. LeBaron, Air Reserve, 
of San Antonio, is availing himself of 
a 14 days' tour of active duty train- 
ing at this Depot, beginning Aug. lst. 

In the field of athletics, the San 
Antonio Air Depot Baseball Team (the 
"Airmen") are continuing to show the 
old speed. On July 21st they took the 
championship of the Saturday League, 
one of the four amateur leagues of San 
Antonio, and are now conceded the best 
chance for the Amateur City League 
Championship. If successful, it will 
put them in line for the State Amateur 
title. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Tex. Aug. 14th. 
The Engineering Department of the 

San Antonio Air Depot turned out the 

following in the way of airplane and 

engine overhaul during July: Airplanes, 

5 DH-4M-1, 2 DH-4M-2, 3 DH-4M-28, 

ll PI-1, 1 PR3, 1 AT-4, 3 02, 3 02-C, 





-1 @l, 1 G2A, 2 NBS-1, 1 PW-9, 1 XA-l, 


total 35; Engines ~ 40 Liberty, 32 
Wright-E, 1 Wright E-3, total 73. 

Capt. Wm. F. LeBaron and ist Lt. 
Edward R. Stapley, Air Reserve, the 
former of San Antonio and the latter 
of Spillwater, Okla., completed 14~day 
tours of duty August 14th at this 
Depot. 

lst Lt. Ennis C. Whitehead, of the 
Office of the Chief of the Materiel 
Division, was a visitor at this Depot 
August 6th to 7th, for conference with 
the Commanding Officer regarding pro- 
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posed new construction at the Depot. 

On August 7th this Depot had the 
pleasure of a brief visit from Hon, — 
Melvin J. Maas, Representative in Cong 
gress from St. Panl, and aviation en- 
tmisiast, incidental to his visit to the 
Air Corps Training Center for a study of 
ground school and flying training 
methods. 


le iel Q. st 7th. 


The activities at the field were 
devoted largely to makéng organized re- 
serve training periods pleasant and 
profitable. 

The 409th Attack Squadron in active 
training at Langley Field divided itself 
into flights, as did the organized re- 
serve squadron just preceding it. The 
spirit of flight contest is becoming 
keener as each reserve squadron reports 
for duty. 

The following Air Corps Reserve of- 


t ‘Bicers were on the Reserve Staff: Lieut. 


Col. Joseph F. Randall, Executive Offi- 
cer; Major W.D. Grant, Squadron Commanid- 
er; Captains E.T. Kelton and J.W. 
Lankford leaders of "A" and "3" Flights, 
respectively. 

So far this month the flights have 
contested in aerial machine gun firing 
and pistol shooting. Each flight since 
arrival was graded on its promptness ,and 
the individuals in each were graded on 
military bearing, neatness, appearance 
of quarters, etc. 

The following Langley Field offi- 
cers were assigned as executive officers 
Capt. Ernest Clark, camp commander; lst 
Lt. D.L. Behncke, Air Reserve, on active 
duty at Langley, Executive and senior 
officer; 2nd Lt. Ford L. Fair, Adjutant 
and Recreation Officer; 2nd Lt. Ward J. 
Davies, Cperations Officer; Ist Lt. 
W.C. Wimsatt, Lagineering Officer; lst 
Lt. John K, Nissley, Supply Officer; 
Capt. H.S. Steenberg, M.C., Camp Sur- 
geon, Ten instructor officers were als¢ 
assigned to assist the Attack organiza- 
tion in clearing moot points. 

The funeral of the late Lieut. 
Chas. B. Austin, who died on July 27th, 
was held at the Arlington Cemetery. A 
guard of honor, composed of fellow of- 
ficers of Langley Field, accompanied 
the remains to Washington and their 
final resting place. 

ile e ton, Va. o os 

This month has occasioned Organiza- 
tion Day picnics of several Langley 
Field squadrons, the 49th Bomnardment, 
the 96th Bombardment Squadron.and the 
96th Bombardment Squadron being among 
V-5824, A.C. 
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those to celebrate this da;. 

Of the 48 candidates gor the Fly- 
ing School at srooks Field who were re- 
cently. exaiiined, 14 passed the physical 
exemination. 11 of them were exempted 
from the mental examination by virtue 
of having cormleted two years! college 
work. 

Capt. C.a. Rust, Lieuts. Peyton, 
Vaughn and Thomas are among officers on 
duty from this station at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Md. They will be 
there for two months in connection with 
anti-aircraft development. Capt. Wn. 
Flood, 19th Airship Cormany, is there 
for the same duty. 

Doth Lighter-than-Air and Heavier- 
than-Air Reserve officers are engaged 
in 15 days' troining at Langley Field. 
The Group is giving training to the 
304th and 305th Observation Squadrons, 
Organized Reserve. The 19th Airship 
Co. is instructing a smaller number of 
balloon nilots. 

Reserve officers of the two squad- 
rons, 404th and 305th, are competing 
for a cup to the most efficient squad- 
ron. The same events as in the other 
squadron contests prevailed in this one. 
The high spirit of cormetition still 
exists. 

Cant. Chas. L. Wayward, lst Lt. 
5.8. Seach, 2nd Lts. Chas. C. Murphy, 
D. Marphy and E.H. Wolff, all of the 
Air Reserve, reported for duty with the 
19th Airship Company, for a period of 
two weeks beginning August leth. While 
on temporary duty here, the Reserves 
are to undergo intensive training in 
free ballooning and observation work, 
as well as training for airship pilots. 

Capt. Ernest Clark assumed command 
July lst of the 59th Service Squadron, 
relieving Captain James F. Doherty. 
Second Lieut. W.R. Wolfinbarger was 
also assigned to this organization. 

Lieut. Frank 3, Tyndall represated 
the Army Air Corps in the Ford 1928 
National Air Tour. He followed the 
other 29 planes, carrying the official 
scores and reports of the Weather 
Jureau and press. Lt. Tyndall joined 
the Tour at Lambert Field on July lst 
and contimued with them throughout the 
itinerary of the tour, reporting back 
to Langley Field the first part of 
August. 

Lieut. E.M. Morris and Mrs. Morris 


left Langley Field and sailed from lew 


York Sept. oth for duty in the 
Philipnine Islands. 

The officers and ladies of Lansley 
Field entertained the two Organized 
Reserve Squadrons, the 304th and 305th, 
with a boating party. The boat wes 
anchored in Chesapeake 3ay and a swim- 








ming match was held. 

More than 20 officers, who will be 
students in the Air Corps Tactical Schoo: 
at Langley Field the coming scholastic 
year reported for duty. A grave problem 
for the officers of Langley Field and 
the real estate yveople of Hampton has 
presented itself in finding suitable 
quarters for the officers located near 
enough to the field. 

Licut. James F. Walsh, who was se- 
riously injured at this field August 8th 
was removed from the post hosnital at 
Fort Eustis to the Woker Reed Hospital 
in Washington, where he is reported to 
be getting along nicely. 


3oston Airport, Soston, Mass. July. 





The month of July was a busy one at 
this station, the increase in flying 
being due to better weather conditions 

han that which prevailed during the 
svring and early summer. Several Air 
Corns Reserve officers on active duty, 
and in general, added interest in flying 
amonz the inactive Reserves and others, 

Turing the past three weeks several 
Reserve officers (pilots) have been 
checked out, some of whom have not flown 
for six years. We are glad to see then 
renew their interest in the flying game. 

The total pilot time flown at this 
‘station during July was 255 hours. This, 
of course, is not all Reserve flying, as 
Licuts. Duke*’and Cobb, the two Regular 
Army officers on duty here, and Capt. 
Ford, the Corns Area Air Officer, have 
127 pilot hours to their credit. Genera: 
Preston Srown flew with Lieuts. Duke and 
Cobb 28 hours during the month. General 
Parker, fror: the War Department, during 
an inspection tour of posts within the 
Corps Area, flew five hours. Congress- 
woman Edith Nourse Rogers, of Mass.,also 
flew several hours in planes from the 
airport, while others of lesser note, 
though influential people, were given 
hops. 

The following Air Corps Reserve of- 
ficers were on active duty for 14-day 
periods during the month: lst Lieuts. 
Robert L. O'Brien, Charles C. Greene, 
Charles Clark and George H. Iusk, all 
pilots. 

During the month training in connec- 
tion with Coast Artillery and Anti-air- 
craft target practice, was carried on by 
personnel with equipment from this 
station. Artillery Adjustment, Tory 
Target and Tracking missions with units 
at Forts Preble, Williams and McKinley, 
Me., Fort Andrews and Standish in 2cston 
Harbor, were conducted, and all proved 
setisfactory and successful. -One acci- 
dent happened during these operations, 
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on July 19th, when lst Lt. Iusk, Air 
Reserve, on active duty at the time, 
was sent to Portland, Me., to operate 
with:thd troops at Fort Williams in a 
D.H. tow-target ship. He was instruct- 
ed to land at Portland Airport to con- 
fer with the Adjutant of Fort Williams 
prior to mission, but in landing he hit 
a soft spot, blew out both tires and 
the ship turned over on its back. Dam- 
aged beyond local repair the plane was 
sent to Middletown Air Depot. Neither 
the pilot nor Pvt. Russell, who was the 
target operator, was hurt. 

®ur 0-2 mail plane, which had been 
at Middletown for overhaul, was flow 
from there to Boston by Lieut. Duke on 
July 24th, so we are fairly well sup- 
plied with shins at present, though one 
PT-1 had to be loaned to Mitchel Field 
for their training period. At present 
we have 3 PT-1l's, 1 VE-9, 1 DH-4B, the 
O-2M, one amphibian borrored from 
Mitchel Field, and the A-2 assigned 
for General Brown. The DE4B and the 
Vought are old type plancs, and they 
will be disposed of in the near future. 

Major Dargue from the Chief's of- 
fice stopped over fcr fue? a few days 
ago. The Major at one tine was in com- 
mand of the .\irport, but that was when 
it was in its in fancy. Ye was pleas- 
antly surprised to note the improve- 
ments here since his time when, as he 
said, one had to wear hin boots to push 
the ships out to rmnway, ani sweep the 
snow off your desk each mcrnaing before 
you could get near it. Oeptain 
McClelland, also from the Cnief's Of- 
fice, was a visitor. Lt. White, sta- 
tioned.at West Point, N.Y., arrived 
here the 30th. When landing ho broke 
a strut on his ship. As he was flying 
an amphibian end no spare parts of that 
kind are available bere, he was forced 
to wait until such could be obtained 
from the factory. 

The enlisted personnel was increas- 
ed by one man when Private Bower joined 
on the 17th. This increases the de- 
tachment to 14 enlisted men and great- 
ly improves efficiency. 


Boston Airport, Mass., August. 
The principal item of news at 


present is the anticipated combined 
training of lst Corps Area troops to 
be held at Fort Ethan Allen, Vt., 
September lst to 9th. 

The month of August so far has 
been a busy period, and it is believed 
that flyfng time for the month will ex- 
ceed time for any previous month to 
date. This is due to additional 
Reserve officers flying. 
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The lst Obs. Squadron, stationed at 
Mitchel Field, but assigned to this 
Corps Area for training, operations ang 
other work necessitating Air Corps acti. 
vities, is leaving Mitchel Field August 
27th by air and motor transportation for 
Ft. Ethan Allen, moving in one echelon 
as follows: 
dug. 27, Mitchel Fld.to Hartford, Conn, 
28, Hartford to Worcester, Mass, 
29, Worcester to Concord, l.H. 
30, Concord to Claremont, W.H, 
31, Claremont to Bradford, Vt. 
Sept. 1, Bradford to Ft. Ethan Allen, 

Each day's camp will be established 
at or near flying fields located in 
towns where stops are made, and planes 
each day will fly to destination of the 
truck column, excepting on Aug. 41 at 
Bradford, Yt., on which date planes will 
he baséd on Fort Ethan Allen. 

As the enlisted men on duty at the 
Boston Airport are members of the lst 
Obs. Sqdn., this command is included in 
the maneuvers and are now making prepa- 
rations to leave the Airport Aug. 29th 
for Concord, N.H., where the Squadron 
will be joined. The trip to Fort Ethan 
Allen and training there should prove of 
great benefit to all, especially to us 
of the Air Corps who have had so little 
field service. All here are looking for- 
ward to it with mech interest. 

The flying performed by Regular and 
Reserve officers on active and inactive 
duty consisted of local flying, training 
eae, equipment and cross-country fly- 

s to various planes in New England, 
Mit ‘chal Field, szlbany, West Point, N.Y. 
and Washington. Most of these cross- 
country flights were made with Maj.Gen. 
Preston Brown on official trips and 
tours of inusrec lions. 

A 4-shiy formation with Lt. Cobb in 
comuand, and 3 ileserve pilots, flew to 
Macvhas Vineyera, where an Air Carnival 
was held. They reported having a good 
time, but unfavorable weather delayed 
the return of planes for two days. 

The following Air Reserve officers 
were on 14 days' active duty in August: 
lst Lts. Theodore EZ. Baker, Francis C. 
Crowley and Ray C. Van Arsdale,all pilot: 

Several notable visitors called 
here during the past two weeks. Lt.0!'No. 
from Bolling Field flew former Asst. Sec 
of War MacNider here; Capt. McClelland 
from the Chief's Office brought Congress- 
woman Rogers of Mass. from Washington, 
and it. Quesada, enroute from Northeast 
Harbor, Me., to Washington with Secretar; 
Davison, stopped here for fuel. Major 
Pargue also paid us a visit. Governor 
Deowster of Maine had planned to visit 
the Airport, but found that he was unabl« 
V-5824,A.0. 
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to do so at the time anticipated. His 
Secretary of State, however, who is a 
ed Lt. In the Maine National Guard, 
with four other officers, called on the 
Commanding Officer of the Airsort,and 
each was given a short flight. 

We have a new Corps Area Air Offi- 
cer now, Col. Burtt, whom many of us 
who served in France during the war 
will remember, as he was in the Air 
Service at Chaumont, Tours and other 
stations during the unpleasantry at 
that time. Capt. Ford, who has been 
Acting Air Officer since Major 
Longanecker left, is now handling 
Reserve personnel and activities per- 
taining to them. 

We are losing Lt. Cobb Sept. Ist. 
He is going on leave for two months, 
after which he is ordered to Selfridge 
Field. We are sorry to see Dick go, 
but he likes them fast, faster than we 
have them here, so here is hoping he 
is assigned to a Pursuit Squadron,and 
we should not be surprised to see him 
steal some of Jimmie Doolittle's stuff, 
for he is one,- well, what did they 
call Lindoergh? 

It is understood that Lt. Joe 
Wilson from Mitchel Field is ordered 
here for duty in place of Lt. Cobb; at 
any rate, we will have to have some 
pilot to help Lt. Duke with the flying 
being done, as it would be impossible 
for one officer to do it all and take 
care of other activities. 

Staff Sgt. Wm. H. Blackdon, from 
Mitchel Field, is ordered to duty at 
Boston to replace our acting lst Set. 
Anderson, who retires in October. Set. 
Blackdon will report here after the 
training period at Fort Ethan Allen, 
when Andy will take a furlough to mnt 
himself a home. 


41st School Sgdn. Kelly Field, Angust. 





The Squadron is entirely equivped 
with A-~3 type airplanes, and we are 
receiving very satisfactory service. 
The last of the old standbys were 
ferried to March Field. 

Set. W.0. Trager is at present on 
furlough, having reenlisted recently. 
When last heard from he was in Washing; 
ton, D.C., seeing if there was any 
hopes of having only 5 to go instead | 
of 10. Good luck, Bill. 

Pvt. John T. McMahon, formerly of 
the 9th Infantry, has taken the burden 
upon himself to represent the Squadron 
in the boxing tournament being held 
here. 

Capt. John I. Moore, lst LIt.John 
F, Whiteley, 2nd Lts. George J. 
Eppright and Earle E. Partridge left 
by air Aug. 10th for Colorado Springs, 





Colo., to particinate in the dedication 
of the Municipal lirport, returning 
August 13th, 

lst Lt. Arthur Thomas left on the 2d 
by rail for Garden City, L.I., to ferry 
an AT-SA to this station. 

end. Lt. R.W. Gibson, our Adjutant,is 
performing the duties of Personnel Adju- 
tant, ACAFS, during the temporary absence 
of lst Lt. R. B. Lea. 

lst Lt. Wm. W. Welsh is enjoying a 
30-day leave "somewhere" in New Mexico. 
Fishing must be good, as he requested a 
ten-day extension which was approved. 

Master Sgt. J.A. Downey wired in for 
a ten-day extension from Golden, Colo. 
Must be some attraction in that part of 
the country. 

Staff Sgt. F. Pierce reenlisted last 
month for the last time. He is at pres- 
ent making preparations to go on furlough 
as it is about time to gather in the 
crops. He has decided that farming is 
more profitable than buying cars. 

Sgt. Gleason, Mess Sgt., is under 
orders to sail for P.I. Sept. 28th. He is 
still hoping the 25-year bill goes thru 
before then, as he seems to have some- 
thing rather attractive uy in West Texas. 
Set. W.¥. Norris is taking over the reins 
until a replacement arrives. 


Kelly Field, Texas, August lst. 

43rd School Squadron: The new Pursuit 
Shess.%2 well under way and are now doing 
formation work. 

The Squadron received two of the new 
Curtiss AT-5A's a few days ago. 

The men in the organization have 
been receiving instructions in Whirlwind 
engines from Mr. Voorhees of the Wright 
factory. 

On July 26th this Squadron celebrat- 
ed Organization Day with a picnic at New 
Braunfels. 

Lieut. Kiel has returned from leave. 

Major Strauss and Capt. McDaniel re- 
turndd from a trip to the Pacific Coast 
in our Curtiss 0-1. 

Lieuts. Thompson and Burwell have 
gone East to ferry back two new airplanes. 

Corporal Talbot and Pvt. Sanchez are 
to be discharged soon. 

Private Eving was discharged and re- 
enlisted to go to Chamte Field. 

Private Strange is on furlough and 
will report in at Chanute Field for duty. 


Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kans. Aug.24. 


The sumner training camps for Re- 
serve officers were completed, and the 
squadron is getting back to routine mis- 
sions, ~ 

Only a few crack-ups ocaurred this 
year due to this training, none of these 
being serious. 

Two.of our pilots narrowly averted a 
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serious accident when Lieut. Brownfield 
in an 02 hit the tail of a PT oceupicd 
by Licut. Manson. The accident occurred 
as Lieut. Brownfield took off just as 
Lieut. Manson landed directly ahead. 

Lieuts. Blackburn and Daniels ar- 
rived last week with two 02-H airplanes 
from the factory in California. One of 
these was sent to Superior for the 
Presétdential Air Meil Detachment and 
one was assigned the squadron. 

end Lieut. Charles C.Coppin,Jr., 
was relieved from further duty with the 
Presidential Air Mail Detachment, he 
having tendered his resignation as an 
officer of the Army to take up work 
elsewhere. We regret to tose the ser- 
vices of Lt. Coppin and hate to seo him 
leave. 

The Squadron will go on a tactical 
hike next month, and all transportation 
and equipment are being placed in 
readiness for the trip. 


France Field, Canal Zone, July 30. 

The Aerial Guxnery and Bombing 
Practice and the Snell Arms Target 
Practice with the col. .45 pistol for 
1928 was just completed with the fol- 
lowing results: 

Of the 12 Pursuit Pilots firing 
the Pilots' Course A, 11 qualified as 
Expert Aerial Gunners. 

Of the 11 Observation Pilots firing 
the Pilots' Course A, 3 qualified as 
Expert Aerial Canners, 4 as Aerial 
Sharpshooters, and 3 of them failed to 
qualify. 

Of the 13 Bombers participating in 
the Bombing Practice, Bombardment 
Course B-A, all qualified as Expert 
Bombers, which is considered an excel- 
lent average. 

Of the 653 enlisted men who fired 
the Dismounted Pistol Course with the 
cal. .45 pistol, 235 qualified as 
Pistol Experts, 84 of which mmber 
qualified with a percentage of 93 or 
better. The highest was Master Set. 
Sorenson, who fired the course with a 
final percentage of 99.3. Staff Sgt. 
Doherty came in second with a percent- 
age of 98.6, and Lt. H.G. Crocker came 
‘in third with a percentage of 98.1. 

France Field recently organized a 
Pistol Team to represent it in all 
Pistol Matches to be held by local Gui ° 
Clubs. During the past 4 months, 4 
matches were entered, and in each case 
the team made an excellent showing. It 
is expected the team will carry away 
the honors in the coming Department 
Pistol Competition. 

Lts. Bushey, Parker and Douglass 
received the congratulations of the 
command upon their return from the 
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National Gunnery and Bombing Competition: 
at Langley Field, where they won the 
final leg and received the Distinguished 
Aerial Gunnery and Bombing Medals. 

The 25th Bomb. Sqdb. welcomed with 
open arms the recent consignment of three 
Keystone (Pirate) Bombers which arrived 
July 10th, and will soon bid farewell to 
the last of the 01d wooden NBS-1's which 
gave faithful service in the past 6 years 

Owing to the fact that the 7th Obs, 
Sqdn. is now dow to airplanes of tho an 
phibian type, all other types having bee; 
either cracked up or salvaged and there 
being no hope for a replacement of any 
other type in the near future, every ef- 
fort is being made by the mechanics to 
grow web feet in order that they can 
handle these ducks when they land on the 
water. 

Lts. Bushey, Bailey and Howard re- 
turned recently from leave of absence on 
the East Coast,and from all indications 
the vacation was beneficial to each. 

Capt. Simonin, Lts. E.D.Jones, King, 
Davidson, Cronau and McDonald, having 
been granted leave of absence, are now 
enjoying vacaticns somewhere in the U.S, 

The following cablegram was receive 
from Lt. George C. McDonald: "Request 
months leave extension to get married 
also quarters Gcld Coast preferred." 

Recent arrivals here for tours of 
foreign service included Major Borden, MC, 
who relieved Major Edwand P.Beverly as 
Flight Surgeon, Major Tressel, D.C.,Lts, 
E.E. Harmon ard Jamison, and Chaplain 
Tarskey, who relieved Chaplain Carroll, 
now stationed a+ Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Col. Fisher and family recently re- 
turned from leave of absence in Calif., 
where they enjoved two months of Calif. 
sunsLine. Immed.atcly upon his return, @ 
Gol. Fisher went on an inspection trip K@ 
tre various airdromes in the interior, 
which included a new one recently opened 
up by the United Fruit Co. at Progress0, 
R. de P., near the Costa Rican border. 

The 24th Pursuit Squadron observed 
Organization Day July 19th by having a 
barbecue and beer party on Manzanilla 
Island, and from all indications it was 
a very enjoyable day for all members of 
the squadron and their invited guests. 

Recent arrivals of Noncommissioned 
officer replacements included Mr.Sgt. 7 
Ernest Cote from Kelly Field who replaco'® 
Mr.Set. Fletcher; Mr.Sgt. J.K.Williams @ 
from March Field who replaced Mr.Sgt. 
Grimble; Mr. Sgt. Redfern from Kelly 
Field, who replaced Mr-Sgt. Hale, and 
Tech. Sgt. Cox from March Field who re- 
Placed Tech. Sgt. Nelmar. t 

Lts. Zane, Ballard and Cluck, order 
ed to the States, are to be stationed at § 
Selfridge, Kelly and Wright Fields, 
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